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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 Currently I’m reading Braiding Sweetgrass; Indigenous Wisdom, Scien-
tific, and the Teaching of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer. In it she shares 
about her childhood, her love of plants calling her to study botany in higher 
education, and then on to a professorship where she came home to an indig-
enous understanding of the connection between science and the beauty of 
the earth. While only a few chapters in, I am drawn to this new-to-me way of 
thinking about the earth, a way I’ve always connected with, even if I did not 
understand. As Wall Kimmerer shares about learning her native language Potawatomi, she 
writes about the differences between English and the language of her people. In Potawatomi 
there is much more emphasis on the living nature of all things. She states “of an inanimate be-
ing, like a table, we must say ‘What is it?’ … but of apple, we must say ‘Who is that being?’ And 
reply Mshimin yawe. Apple that being is.” In this way, the Potawatomi language honors the life 
of all things that come from the earth. 
 As Mother Earth comes back to life this spring, as we watch flowers pop through soil, 
rivers burst to rapids, creatures birth new babies and crops emerge to nourish our bodies, I am 
very grateful for this new-to-me way of reciprocal thought. The earth is a gift to us, from our 
God, and in that we must give thanks. We can do so by identifying the part that we all play in 
the earth’s care, and by giving back to Creation as we take. By acknowledging that we are not 
above any other being, we coexist in a world created for all of us, and we should behave as 
such. The Potawatomi word that recognizes the inherent worth in someone/thing is yawe, not 
too far from the Hebrew word Yahweh. Wall Kimmerer asks “Isn’t this just what it means to 
be, to have the breath of life within, to be the offspring of Creation?” 
 This spring, I encourage you to take some time and find a way to truly commune with 
this Creation we have been gifted. Whether it’s through a gentle walk through a field or a hike 
to a beautiful view, appreciating a flower for its beauty or encouraging a turtle out of the road, 
sitting with your feet in flowing water or watching a pollinator do their work. Each and every 
being here on earth is a tiny miracle gifted to us by God, an opportunity for us to see a piece of 
God’s perfection. Let us delight in spring as God delights in us. Let us emerge from winter, dur-
ing this Eastertide, born anew in Jesus Christ’s transcendent love for all.  

 
In Christ, Pastor Janice  
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The Belvidere United Methodist Church is an open door, 

open heart, open minded Christian  
community.  

Our mission is to: 
*     Become true disciples of God; 

*     Share the love of God through ministry; 
*     Mature in Christian faith; and 
*   Serve the constantly changing needs of our 
community and the world. 

BULLETIN  

SPONSOR 

The cost of spon-
soring bulletins is 
$25 per month. If 

you are 
interested, please 
contact the church 

office at  
(908) 475-4065. 

Woo-hoo ~  
Join us for this Special Birth-
day Greeting! On May 30th 
BUMC sends a special HAPPY 
95th BIRTHDAY wishes to Bill 
Leeds.   Bill (and his lovely 
wife Nancy) are faithful 
members of our church fami-
ly.  When coming into the 
church on Sundays, you can 
always find them seated to-
gether on the right side of 
the sanctuary toward the 
back.  They are steadfast 
supporters of the goals and 
mission of the Belvidere Unit-
ed Methodist Church.  

Happy, happy 90th birthday to 
our dear friend, Fran Olde-
hoff.  While you may not see 
her in church on Sundays- just 
check on line as she is a faith-
ful BUMC Sunday worshipper 
with us every week!   Fran is 
also a strong supporter of the 
mission of BUMC and of our 
UPF.  She is greeting us all 
outside her lovely home at 
Country View- standing near 
her BUMC daffodils.  



If you have a loved one, 
family or friend, who 
can be removed from 
the prayer list, please 
call the church office 
(908) 475-4065 or email 
church@belvidereumc.
org 

 

Because 

We Care 

 

Please 
 include these  

persons in 
your daily 

prayers 

Edith Ballard  Fran Oldehoff 
8 Cypress Lane 
Belvidere, NJ 07823 

 Julia & Andrew 

Janet Cline  
Helen Grauso’s daughter   

 Dominick Puelo  Rhondi 
Friend of Rose Haller 

Ed, Carollynn,  & Sarah Con-
ley 
Carol Conley’s son, daughter-in-
law, & granddaughter   

 Shirley Pulsinelli  Sherri 
Cousin of Trish Bronico 

Sean Conley  
Carol Conley’s grandson  

 Margie Riedel  
Adella & BJ Wauhop’s daughter 

 Jim 
Rose Haller’s brother-in-law 

Phyllis Downing  & Family   
Carol Conley’s sister  

 Cindy Rufe          
Mike Benton’s mother-in-law                     

 Robin Stokes 

Judy Farmer 
8 Coventry Circle 
Belvidere, NJ 07823 

 Barbara Scillitoe  Elsie Young 

Matthew Germain       
Frank & Murnie Dragotta’s son-in-
law          

 Eileen Smith 
Friend of Jan Lee 

 Kristin and new baby 
Emerson Ruth  
Great Niece of Fram Olde-
hoff 

Ken  Hilliard 
705 Oxford Street 
Belvidere, NJ 07823 

 Sharon Smith  Kathie Luton 

Sharon Johnson 
Friend of Liz Burkat 

 Betty Slater 
Kathi Luton’s sister 

 Wanda (Baker) Christi-
ansen  

Robin & Tracy 
Barbara Loock’s daughters 

 Bev VanAlthuis 
34 Race Street 
Belvidere, NJ07823 

  

Jan Lee 
91 Beechwood Road 
Belvidere, NJ 07823 

 Cliff  VanKirk      
Linda Benton’s brother  

  

Olivia Leigh  Nancy Wassil & Family          
Barbara Loock’s sister –in –law   

  

Laura Levine   Peg Young 
Friend  of Liz Burkat 

  

Jody Liegel  Olivia 
Friend of Barb Call 

  

Becky Long  
PO Box 279 Martins Creek PA 
18063 

 Ashley Oettinger  
Rev. Janice’s friend 

  

Don Loock 
7971 Little Creek Rd   
Bangor,  PA 18013    

 Carmen Rosa 
Friend of Liz Burkat 

  

Paul Merring  Laurie 
Friend of Rose Haller 

  

Healing 
doesn’t mean 
the damage 

never  
existed. It 
means the 
damage no 

longer 
controls our 

lives.  
 

Unknown  
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LITURGISTS 
Please check email for the verses. 

Greeter Schedule 

May 4 / com-
munion  

Lois Hampshire 

May 11 
  

Marilou Tshudy 

May 18 Joe Phillips 

May 25  Barbara Call 

May 4   Rob & Linda Ritchie 
 

May 11 
  

Robin & Wesley Stokes 
 

May 18 Rob & Courtenay Haupin 
 

May 25 Jim & Lisa McAleer 
 

May 4   Dean Tshudy 

May 11 
  

Eli Spencer 

May 18 Linda Benton 

May 25 Nancy Brown 

Children’s Time 

Dates to Remember 

Each Friday (unless otherwise noted)  9:30-
11:30 Food Pantry.  

May 2 (Fri.) 6:30 PM Paint Night 
May 3 (Sat.) 10 AM AA Support Group 

May 4 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / 
communion 
May 6 (Tues.) 12 PM Mahjong  
May 6 (Tues.)  7 PM AA Support Group 
May 7 (Wed.) 5 PM Food Pantry 
May 10 (Sat.) 10 AM AA Support Group 
 

May 11 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / 
May 13 (Tues.) 12 PM Mahjong  
May 13 (Tues.)  7 PM AA Support Group 
May 15(Wed.) 5 PM Food Pantry 
May 17 (Sat.) 10 AM AA Support Group 

May 18 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / 
May 18-20 GNJ Annual Conference 
May 19 (Mon.) 7 PM UPF Meeting 
May 20(Tues.) 12 PM Mahjong  
May 20 (Tues.)  7 PM AA Support Group 
May 21 (Wed.) 5 PM Food Pantry 
May 23 (Fri.) 7 PM Iron Pigs Game 
May 24 (Sat.) 10 AM AA Support Group 

May 25 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service /Ad 
Council Meeting 
May 27 (Tues.) 12 PM Mahjong  
May 27 (Tues.)  7 PM AA Support Group 
May 28(Wed.) 5 PM Food Pantry 
May 31 (Sat.) 10 AM AA Support Group 



May 4, 2025 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)  
Psalm 30 (UMH 762 ) 
Revelation 5:11-14  
John 21:1-19  
 
Native American Ministries Sunday 
(offering) 
 
May 11, 2025 
4th Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 9:36-43  
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 ) 
Revelation 7:9-17  
John 10:22-30  
 
Mother’s Day 
Festival of the Christian Home 

May 18, 2025 
5th Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 11:1-18  
Psalm 148 (UMH 861 ) 
Revelation 21:1-6  
John 13:31-35  
 
Heritage Sunday 
 
May 25, 2025 
6th Sunday of Easter 
 
Acts 16:9-15  
Psalm 67 (UMH 791) 
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5  
John 14:23-29  
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
SPRING PAINT NIGHT is 
Friday, May 2 at 6:30. 
Doors open at 6:00. In-
structions, materials 

and lite refreshments all included for only 
$26. 
 
Sign-up in the fellowship hall or contact 
Debbie Perelli at 610 905-8409 by 4/27/25.  



Giving: We thank you so much for continuing to support 
the mission and ministries of the church and ask that 
you continue to give as you are able. You can continue 
to support BUMC online  

through our website (visit www.belvidereumc.com and click the 
green "give" button on the home page of our website), through your 
online banking (designating the church as a payee), or by sending in 
your check to the church.  

 
 

A mother 
teaches us that 
there is no end 
at all to what 
love can do. 

 
 —Keely  

Chace 

It takes a 
lifetime to 

truly  
appreciate 

all the ways 
a good mom 

makes all the 
difference. 

 
 —Ellen 

Brenneman 

Holy Hilarity Sunday 
April 27, 2025 

"The legacy of brave men and women who have fought and 
died for their country is the freedom we enjoy as Americans."  

 
– Lucian Adams 

http://www.belvidereumc.com/


Friends & Relatives 
Called to Serve Our 

Country 

Lt Col Christopher 
O’Connor, U.S. Ma-
rines  

Brother-in-law of Victoria 
& Kevin Call; Phil Bronico ; 
Jim & Tricia Bronico 

Captain Neil Bucken, 
U.S.  
Marines , San Diego  

Neighbor of the Harts 

Mitchell Lango, U.S. 
Army  

Neighbor of the Harts  

SPC Phillip Hampton, 
US Army  

ERF 14.4 ATTN: SPC Hamp-
ton, Phillip, B CO 2-5 Cav, 
Unit# 36250, APO AE. 
09016-6250;    Son of Bill 
& Theresa  Hampton 

Michael Jago, US Ar-
my 

 

Tech Sgt Russell J. 
Stanley   

433   Rt # 46 Belvidere, NJ 
07823 ; son of Evelyn  
Stanley  

Average  Budget 

April 
budget 
 

$15, 384 

May 
budget 
 

$15, 384 

Food Pantry Stats 

Below you will see the number of  
community members served each month. 

 2022 2023 2024 2025 

January 209 374 374 381 

February 202 301 355 357 

March 211 303 407 363 

April 202 277 319  

May 301 286 327  

June 256 286 355  

July 308 333 381  

August 297 342 384  

September 286 401 414  

October 311 342 408  

November 331 296 356  

December 356 388 371  

PASTORAL VISITATIONS 

  If you would like a visit from Pastor 
Janice, please call the office at 908-
475-4065. In case of emergency, or if 
the church office is closed, you may 
call 973-615-4804. 



Follow us on Social Media!  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
belvidereumcnj 
 
Twitter: @BelvidereUMC 

You can find us on the web 
at:  

www.belvidereumc.com 
 

 Many thanks to the following families and groups who hosted fellow-
ship time over the past few weeks: Lisa McAleer, Linda Ritchie, and Jen Hei-
ney. Thank you again for your kindness and good food. 

Updated information for the Belvidere Food Pantry. 
Current operating hours are: 
Wednesday from 5:00 to 7:00pm and Fridays from 9:30 to 11:30am. 
 
Current operating hours are: Wednesday from 5:00 to  7:00pm and Fridays from 9:30 to 
11:30am. Donations can be  dropped off beginning at 4:30 PM on Wednesdays and 
9:00  AM on Fridays, up until closing. If one of  these times isn't convenient for you. 
please call the church office at 908-475-4065 and we will be happy to arrange another 
time.* 

 Please do not leave donations on the parsonage porch or outside the  church.  

At this time we could really use donations of kid’s cereal, sugar, spaghetti, plain potato 
chips, pretzels, shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, lady’s deodorant, hand 
soap, and dish soap. 
 
Thank you in advance!!  

 

Our annual trip to Coca-Cola Park in Allentown, PA, to see the 
Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs vs. the Buffalo Bisons Blue Jays baseball 
game is scheduled for Friday, May 23. Gates open at 5:30 PM for a 
7:05 PM first pitch. First Come—First Serve Tickets are available 

for $39 which include a hot buffet picnic menu in a private meeting room. Sign up in 
the fellowship hall or contact Debbie Perelli at 610 905-8409. Payment is due by 
4/13/25.   
    Make checks payable to BUMC.  
 

http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj
http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj


Rummage Sale 
Belvidere United Methodist Church 

219 Hardwick Street 
Belvidere, NJ 

 

Friday, June 6, 2025 
10 AM – 5 PM 

 
Saturday, June 7, 2025 

During the Townwide Garage Sale 

8 AM – 4 PM 
2-4 PM – Bag Sale 

 

Cash and Checks Only!! 
 

Items Available: Clothing, dishes, kitchen & household items, gently 
used toys, puzzles, games, purses, shoes, linens, knic-knacs, holi-

day decorations, tools,  
small furniture, books, CD’s, and other miscellaneous items 

 

Donations are still being accepted! 
They can be dropped off  at the church 



Our 200th Anni-
versary Year is 
fast approaching 
and we are plan-
ning a Quilt 
Show honoring 
all the incredible 
history we have here in Belvidere and 
BUMC. If you have a piece you are will-
ing to share, please contact Robin 
Stokes  
(908-783-0337/
stokes08865@mail.com)  
Thank you! 

Stewardship Planning 
The Finance Com-
mittee ( 2025 mem-
bers are: Donna Para-
dise, Barb Call, Dean 

Tshudy, Jan Lee, Pastor Janice, and Rose Hal-
ler) will be planning for the 2025 Stewardship 
Campaign.  We are looking for a few mem-
bers of the congregation who may be inter-
ested in helping plan the 2025 Stewardship 
Campaign.  If you would like to help us with 
this planning, please let one of us know.  WE 
will start meeting sometime in March and will 
probably have two or three meetings be-
tween March and August. 

Birthday Celebrations 
 
BUMC likes to celebrate 
milestone birthdays- like 
when one reaches 90 or 
95.....   HOWEVER—We 
can only do that if we 

know about the birthday.   If you know 
of anyone in our BUMC family who will 
be having a milestone birthday, please 
let the church office (908-465-4065) 
know.  We will be follow up with spe-
cial birthday wishes.   

We offer our condolenc-
es to the families and 
friends of   Marge Cook, 
who passed away re-
cently. Praying for 
friends to comfort you, 

faith to uphold you, and loving memories to 
help you smile again. May knowing you're in 
the hearts and thoughts of others help you 
through this time of sorrow. 

Many thanks to those who contribut-
ed filled eggs and prizes for our annu-
al Easter Egg Hunt. It was a great suc-
cess. The Sunday School children and 
their parents are very grateful. Your 
continued generosity is much appreci-
ated.   

mailto:908-783-0337/stokes08865@mail.com
mailto:908-783-0337/stokes08865@mail.com




 
To me a 
birthday 
means  

celebrating 
the presence 

of an 
 individual 
in our lives. 

 
-Meena 

Bajaj  

1 Adella Wauhop 

3     Dale A. Hamlen 

4     Jenna Tshudy 

5  Terry Call         

       Carol Krych 

       Mary Libby  

8  Claire Gormley         

       Brittany Sweigert   

       Brielle Sweigert 

9     Ty Tiedemann    

11   Hanford Haller 

12   Kelli LaBar 

14   Frances Oldehoff   

15   Michael Benton        

       Grace Hoos 

       Mary Libby 

16   Nicole Paradise 

17   June Erhard         

       Heather Durr 

19   James Bronico 

22   Isabella Daniello 

23   Tracy Mooney        

        Benjamin Durr 

24   Kiera Gately 

26   Jemma Grogan 

29   Rob Haupin 

30   Alyssa Coopersmith 

        Bill Leeds 

31   Cliff Ghetti 

 Wedding 
  Anniversaries 

 
   Charles & Eileen Tatarian  

May 9, 1987 
 

Leonard & Vicki Freilich  
May 19, 1984 

 
   Steve & Christine Howard  

May 23, 1986 
 

  Jay & Fern Hill   
May 28, 1982 

 
  Kevin & Victoria Call   

May 29, 1999 
 

Brad & Mary Libby 
May 8, 1992 

 
Fred & Carol Martin 

May 18, 1963 
 

Brian & Cathie LaBar 
May 31, 1969 

“Birthdays are a new start, a 

fresh beginning and a time to 

pursue new endeavors with 

new goals. Move forward 

with confidence and courage. 

You are a very special per-

son. May today and all of 

your days be amazing!” 



 Church Membership  
Anniversaries 

62 Years Terry Call 
61 Years Cindy Fritts 
49 Years Randall Sandt 
45 Years Barbara Call 
38 Years Michael Benton  
                     Kevin Call 
33 Years Barbara Loock 
                     Donald Loock 
    Tracy Mooney 
    Craig Williams 
31 Years Byron Lauer   
                     James Lovering 
    Nancy Lovering 
30 Years Becky Long   
                     Heather Sumba 
29 Years Kristin Cole   
                     Justin Lauer 
    Erik Lee 
25 Years Michelle Lauer          
                     Kevin Lee  
24 Years Darrin Daniello      
                     Dottie Daniello 
22 Years Jacki Bronico    
                     Danielle Gyuricza  
             Elizabeth O’Connor 
    Oscar O’ Connor  
    Deborah O’Connor 
    John O’ Connor  
    Edward Tucker 
20 Years Christopher Ritchie      
    Meredith Wilkerson 
19 Years Zachary Haupin      
                     Kaitlin Marsh 
    Nicole Paradise Carroll 
    Jenna Tshudy 
    Jonathan Williams 
    James Yeley 

17 Years Walter Burkat  
                     Hannah Yeley 
16 Years Tyler Grogan   
                     Emily Haupin 
    Jenna Kovalsky  
                     Abby Marone 
    Eamon Marone 
                     James Ritchie 
    Nicholas Tatarian 
15 Years Daniel Fisher 
             Jemma Grogan  
             Molly Haupin 
    Patricia Holcombe   
                     Ryan Holcombe  
              Tyler Lutsky    
                     Olivia Simone  
             Joelle Tshudy 
13 Years Matthew Sella  
                     Raymond Yeley 
    Megan Rafalko  
                     Brielle Sweigert 
    Brittany Sweigert 
12 Years       Abby Bronico       
                     Matthew Bronico 
                     Madeline Call        
                     Victor Simone 
                     Vivian Simone 
8 Years         Steve Setzer 
                     Jodie Gruppo 
7 Years Wesley Stokes 
   Robin Stokes 
   Sarah Bronico 
   Elijah Cooke 





Donations needed for: 
Belvidere United Methodist Church 

Rummage Sale 

 

Friday, June 6, 2025 
10am – 5 PM 

Saturday, June 7, 2025 
During the Townwide Garage Sale 

8 AM – 4 PM 
2-4 PM – Bag Sale 

 
Donations can be dropped off  at the church 

 

Acceptable Items: Clothing (in good clean condition), kitchen & 
household items, gently used toys, puzzles, games, purses, shoes, 
jewelry, linens, knick-knacks, holiday decorations, tools, small fur-

niture, books, CD’s, DVD’s 
 

Unacceptable Items:  TV’s, computers, VHS and cassette tapes, 
air conditioners, large furniture, car seats, cribs, medical equip-

ment and weapons 
 

If you have any questions or are willing to help with the rummage sale, 
contact Robin Stokes @ 908-783-0337        



 
 

Easter Flowers 2025 
 
 
 

In honor of our talented Choir Director/Organist and Accompanist – Hunter 
& Diane, given by Nancy Brown 

In honor of our dad and grandpa, Don Tshudy, given by Dean, Marilou, Jenna & Joelle 
In memory of loved ones, given by The Tshudy Family 
In honor of our daughters, Joelle and Jenna, and our son-in-law, Nick Elia, given by Dean & Marilou 
Tshudy 
In memory of loved ones, given by The Lee Family 
In loving memory of Shirley McClain, given by Carol & Fred Martin 
In loving memory of Rose Sieracki, given by Carol & Fred Martin 
In loving memory of our loved ones, given by Lisa & Jim McAleer 
In loving memory of Harold & Doris Hendra, given by Mary & Brad Libby 
In loving memory of George & Catherine Libby, given by Mary & Brad Libby 
In loving memory of Reba and Quintos LaBar, given by Cathie & Brian LaBar 
In loving memory of Irene and Jay Young, given by Cathie & Brian LaBar 
In honor of Donna & Bryan Paradise, daughter and son-in-law, given by Bob & Judy Farmer 
In memory of Melissa Farmer, granddaughter, given by Bob & Judy Farmer 
In loving memory of our parents, Joseph & Marthia Benton and Allan & Alice Van Kirk, given by Lin-
da & John Benton 
In honor of and in loving memory of our parents, given by Paul & Jen Heiney 
In loving memory of Ed Faust and Luanne Clark, given by Anne Faust 
In memory of Grandma Haller, given by Hanch Haller 
In loving memory of Mimi & Pop Pop Dennis, given by Hanch Haller 
In loving memory of John & Madelon Dennis, given by Rose Haller 
In loving memory of our parents, Ralph & Mabel Dent, given by Terry & Barb Call 
In loving memory of our parents, Spencer & Lois Call, given by Terry & Barb Call 
In honor of our family, Kevin, Victoria, Madeline & Sean Call, given by Terry & Barb Call 
In honor of our talented Choir Director/Organist and Accompanist – Hunter & Diane, given by Nan-
cy Brown 
In honor of our dad and grandpa, Don Tshudy, given by Dean, Marilou, Jenna & Joelle 
In memory of loved ones, given by The Tshudy Family 
In honor of our daughters, Joelle and Jenna, and our son-in-law, Nick Elia, given by Dean & Marilou 
Tshudy 
In memory of loved ones, given by The Lee Family 
In loving memory of Shirley McClain, given by Carol & Fred Martin 
In loving memory of Rose Sieracki, given by Carol & Fred Martin 
In loving memory of our loved ones, given by Lisa & Jim McAleer 
In loving memory of Harold & Doris Hendra, given by Mary & Brad Libby 
In loving memory of George & Catherine Libby, given by Mary & Brad Libby 



In loving memory of Reba and Quintos LaBar, given by Cathie & Brian LaBar 
In loving memory of Irene and Jay Young, given by Cathie & Brian LaBar 
In honor of Donna & Bryan Paradise, daughter and son-in-law, given by Bob & Judy Farmer 
In memory of Melissa Farmer, granddaughter, given by Bob & Judy Farmer 
In loving memory of our parents, Joseph & Marthia Benton and Allan & Alice Van Kirk, given by 
Linda & John Benton 
In honor of and in loving memory of our parents, given by Paul & Jen Heiney 
In loving memory of Ed Faust and Luanne Clark, given by Anne Faust 
In memory of Grandma Haller, given by Hanch Haller 
In loving memory of Mimi & Pop Pop Dennis, given by Hanch Haller 
In loving memory of John & Madelon Dennis, given by Rose Haller 
In loving memory of our parents, Ralph & Mabel Dent, given by Terry & Barb Call 
In loving memory of our parents, Spencer & Lois Call, given by Terry & Barb Call 
In honor of our family, Kevin, Victoria, Madeline & Sean Call, given by Terry & Barb Call 
In honor of our children, Frank and Susan, given by Murnie & Frank Dragotta 
In honor of our grandchildren, Bob and Ashley, given by Murnie & Frank Dragotta 
In honor of Linda, given by Blanche Wonderly 
In loving memory of loved ones, given by Bev & Ron Lommatzsch 
In loving memory of my husband, Rich, given by Judith Harvey 
In honor of my daughter, Susan Marsh, given by Betty Merring 
Doesn’t want any acknowledgement  
In loving memory of Roger DeLuca, Jack, Frances and Ruth Ritchie, given by The Ritchie Family 
In honor of Judy DeLuca, given by The Ritchie Family 
In loving memory of Charles & Grace Hopkins, given by Paul & Joy Stout 
In loving memory of Lester & Betty Stout, given by Paul & Joy Stout 
In loving memory of Harry Williams, given by Paul & Joy Stout 
In loving memory of Bev Haas 
In honor of Pastor Janice  
In memory of my beloved husband, Harry, given by Nancy Brown 
In memory of our loving parents, Fred & Betty Whitley and Helen & Don Brown, given by Nancy 
Brown 
In loving memory of Harry’s brother, Don (Denny) Brown, given by Nancy Brown 
In loving memory of our son, Harry E. Brown, Jr., given by Nancy Brown 
In honor of our daughters and “sons”, Heather & Ken Durr and Beth & Michael Viglianco, given by 
Nancy Brown 
In honor of our grandchildren, Ben, Andrew and Maddie Durr & Sarah and Sam Viglianco, given by 
Nancy Brown 
 





Many thanks to Dean Tshudy for preaching a 
very thought provoking message when Pastor 

McCrostie was away. Thanks also to all who are 
able to step up and fill in when needed. 



“The River of Life” 
 by Carol Conley 

 
The river flows upstream 

Steady and calm, But when you look closer 
You see the ripples and swirls. 

Isn’t life a bit like that? What appears calm and 
Tranquil, has its moments of the ripple effect. 

 

All is not calm, and emotions are in an upheaval. 
They can spread out and Become enlarged, and 

Effect a great area of life, Swirling into an angry sea. 
Or, they can smooth out into calmer waters. 

 

What is the generating force which fills us spiritually and 
Calms the turmoil’s of Life? Peace I ask of thee Oh ’River, 

Peace, Peace, Peace. God’s presence fills us anew! 



MOTHER’S DAY TRIBUTES 2025 
(deadline May 7th )  

 

 The Belvidere UPF is presenting a way on Sunday, May 11th, Mother’s Day, to honor 
women who have been a significant influence in a person’s life. For a $1 donation per name 
these tributes can be in honor of or in memory of the special person(s). Donations go to United 
Methodist Communities (Homes).  Please fill out the form below and return it with your dona-
tion to the church office no later than Tuesday, May 6th. Please make checks payable to Bel-
videre UMC. The tribute will be printed in the bulletin and the Town Crier. eg:  In memory of 
John Smith, father, given by Sam Smith. 
 
1)  In honor of/memory of  ____________________  , ____ _______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                    (name of special person)                      (relationship to donor) 

by ___________________________________________________. 
                                           (your name) 

 

2)  In honor of/memory of  ______________________  , ____ _______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                        (name of special person)                                (relationship to donor) 

by ___________________________________________________. 

                                       (your name) 

 

3)  In honor of/memory of  ______________________ ___,  _______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                    (name of special person)                           (relationship to donor) 

by ___________________________________________________. 

                                       (your name) 

 
4) In honor of/memory of  ______________________  , ____ _______________________ given  

                  (circle one)                    (name of special person)                          (relationship to donor) 

by ___________________________________________________. 

                                       (your name) 

 

5)  In honor of/memory of  _____________________  , ____ _______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                      (name of special person)                          (relationship to donor) 

by ___________________________________________________. 
                                       (your name) 

 

6)  In honor of/memory of  ______________________  , ____ _______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                      (name of special person)                           (relationship to donor) 

by ___________________________________________________. 

                                       (your name) 



Community Blend 384 Route 57 West Washington, NJ 908.758.5787 
Upcoming Events 

Visit our website for complete details… Communityblend.org/events  
We welcome all to our events! 

 

Women’s Bible Studies - Come and study the bible with us. Join us as we 

read the Bible chronologically in a year. Individual daily reading and 

weekly classes. Note location changes. 

 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Fri. afternoons beginning 12:oo p.m.- 2:00 p.m.  

Location: Washington Alliance Church, 2112 NJ - 57, Washington, NJ 07882 

 

Monday evenings beginning  7:00 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.  

Location: Community Blend, (Inside the Chapel) 384 - NJ 57 west, Washington, NJ 

PrimeTimers – A new program for Coeds 55+ 11:30 a.m - 1:30. May 7th. This group will 
meet monthly for a potluck meal, various activities, and to plan outings.  Come and bring a 
dish to share.  Location: Community Blend Cafe 

Moms Meet. Come meet other mom's from the community. Mom's Meet is an opportuni-
ty for kids to play and mom's to share. We welcome all mom's to join us. Enjoy a cup of 
coffee and refreshments in the cafe'. Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 

Bible and Boots Line Dancing  July 12 from 10-12 p.m.  Location: Community Blend Cafe. 

Knitters Club.  10.00 - 11:40.  Weekly Friday classes led by instructor Marilyn Salvetti - 
master knitter. Welcome all ages, skill levels, and coeds to participate in this therapeutic 
hobby. Personal projects and group projects. 

 

We’d love to know you’re coming. If possible, please register online, at café or leave a 
message at 908.758.5787. 
 



MUSIC THAT SPEAKS TO MY HEART! 
By Carol Conley 

 
‘Lord I’ve Come to the Lakeshore’, and ‘Be Still and Know that I am God!’ 

I have felt God’s call in different ways over the years. 
 When I am inspired to write, I always feel like God and I are a team 

Working together to get a message of hope out, and I just need 
To get the “me” out of the way to make that connection with God. 

 

We live in difficult times, so much is out of our control and we 
Have to pray for guidance, wisdom and understanding. 

Keep seeking God’s will for our lives. We have the gift of the Holy Spirit  
Working within us, thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ 

Who keeps using us at different stages of our life in new and different ways! 
 



A very special thank you to Judy Harvey for making the front gardens  of 
our beloved church spring ready! 

Spring has Sprung! 
 
Take a peek behind the parsonage to see the progress as the church’s “ Garden of Eaten” 
takes shape for the season. 
 
Thanks to Wes, Robin, Terry, Barb, Judy, and Nancy things are off to a good start! 
 
There’s always room for more hands to make the garden presentable and fruitful this 
year and next year’s 200th Anniversary. Let the Stokes know when you are available. 
Check in again for more “ Garden of Eaten”  updates. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Fi- nance Update  April 30, 2025 
 

We are so blessed to have such a generous and supportive congregation.  With your 
generous donations, we continue to be able to make a significant impact in our con-
gregation and the wider community. Whether it's providing assistance to those in 
need, organizing uplifting events, or fostering spiritual growth, your contributions 
play a vital role in making it all possible. 
We are a Christian community that believes in the power of unity and shared values, 
and your belief in the BUMC mission is truly inspiring. Your donations not only help us 
carry out our important work but also strengthens our commitment to serving others 
and deepening our faith. 

 

 
 

  Total Gen Fund Receipts Total Budgeted Needs 

January 2025 $14,839 $15,384 

January 2024 $14,308 $15,512 

February 2025 $12,370 $15,384 

February 2024 $29,092 $15,512 

March 2025 $31,045 $19,230 

March 2024 $15,926 $19,390 

April 2025 $19,122 $15,384 

April 2024 $11,755 $15,512 



My Mother, Louise (A Mother’s Day Memory) 
 

It seems like I lost you so many years ago, oh how time flies, but the memories will linger on 
in my heart forever! 
 
You were short in stature, shorter yet than I. I remember those dainty small hands, the left 
one with the wedding band with apple blossoms, you so proudly wore.  When we sat togeth-
er in church, you held my hand to let me know your support was with me and you cared. Or I 
watched you sing in the many choirs and listened with pride to your beautiful singing voice. 
Thinking back, to the times as a child you sang to me the German lullaby. 
 
We had our ups and downs like most mothers and daughters do, but yet I knew you cared.  
Thinking back, I remember all the times you drove me nuts correcting my grammar, as the 
years have passed, I’m so grateful to you for enabling me to speak well. You always had faith 
in me and wanted the best for me and tried hard to keep me from making mistakes, but like 
most children I had to learn on my own from life’s experience. 
 
You instilled in me good values. From you I also learned to stand on my own two feet and 
when life’s ups and downs threatened to destroy me, be able to dig way deep within myself 
for strength and bounce back and keep trying to put my best foot forward. 
 
You taught me the values of true friendships. You always said to me that in life we have many 
acquaintance, if you find one or two friends along the wayside you’ve found a million and are 
richly blessed. I’m lucky, I’ve been richly blessed. Friendship is something we all need in life, 
to weather the storms. 
 
You made me appreciate the beautiful country and the fresh smells of country living, yet you 
were a city gal from Philadelphia, Pa.  You told me, the people that worked the land were 
good people and learned to be close to God and know his ways. 
 
When we lived in Oxford, you were always talking about the “seven beautiful hills of Oxford”.  
There is a manmade lake there now, Oxford Furnace Lake.  When I would sit upon the rocks 
and fish off the Buckley Ave. side, with my family I was drawn in by the magnificent beauty of 
the lake surrounded by my mother’s seven beautiful hills of Oxford. It’s a quiet and peaceful 
spot and would bring me close to God in my thoughts. 
 
Yes mom, I’m so grateful for so many things. I’ve missed you over the years, wish I could have 
shared all our children, and grandchildren an now a great grandchild with you. Somehow I 
think you know about them. Cheryl, my oldest you cared for from time to time, as she was 
almost two when you went to your eternal home.  



I remember how often we sat on the boardwalk in Ocean Grove, the three of us. The shore 
was also a special part of your life as you had spent a lot of time there as a child, and as a 
young women. I could see how much you loved watching the waves roll in and out, and the 
ships in the distance. 
 
It was Thanksgiving time in 1964, you let me know that one day you would drift across the 
ocean and go home to God, but your love would always be with me. It was December 4th of 
that year.  This place at the shore will always have a special place in my heart.  And yes I love 
the country and the shore both! 
 
I still remember the song she used to play on the piano, not the name but the melody, 

which has been going through my head the past few weeks. I sometime pick it out on my 

keyboard. She was there for the best and some of the hardest times of my life and I still feel 

her loving presence rooting me on to be the very best I can be. Her journey in life wasn’t al-

ways easy.  Most of us can understand those times as we travel through many hills and vales 

in life. Mom I love you and miss you, you will always hold a special place in my heart. 

 – Carol Conley 



Monetary Donations  

Needed For  

Bathroom Renovations! 
 

 
 

We are in the process of completing the 2 bathrooms 
in the Educational Wing of the Church 

and are asking for monetary donations to offset the cost.  
Renovations are anticipated to cost approximately $15,000. 

 

In anticipation of the 200th Anniversary, 
which is beginning in September 2025,  

we would like to have the 

bathrooms completed by that date.  
 

Any amount of money, large or small,  
would be appreciated!! 

 

Checks can be made to: BUMC 
Please note “For Bathroom Renovation” in the Memo section. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity!! 



FATHER’S DAY TRIBUTES 2024 
(deadline June 10th )  

 
 The Belvidere UPF is presenting a way on Sunday, June 15th, Father’s Day, to honor men 
who have been a significant influence in a person’s life. For a $1 donation per name these tributes 
can be in honor of or in memory of the special person(s). Donations go to United Methodist 
Communities .  Please fill out the form below and return it with your donation to the church of-
fice no later than Tuesday,  June 10th. Please make checks payable to Belvidere UMC. The trib-
ute will be printed in the bulletin and the Town Crier. eg:  In memory of John Smith, father, giv-
en by Sam Smith. 
 
1)  In honor of/memory of  ________________________________________  , ______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                                            (name of special person)                                           (relationship to donor) 

  
by ___________________________________________________. 
                                       (your name) 

 
2)  In honor of/memory of  ________________________________________  , ______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                                            (name of special person)                                           (relationship to donor) 

  
by ___________________________________________________. 
                                       (your name) 

 
3)  In honor of/memory of  ________________________________________  , ______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                                            (name of special person)                                           (relationship to donor) 

  
by ___________________________________________________. 
                                       (your name) 
 

4) In honor of/memory of  ________________________________________  , ______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                                            (name of special person)                                           (relationship to donor) 

  
by ___________________________________________________. 
                                       (your name) 
 
 

5)  In honor of/memory of  ________________________________________  , ______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                                            (name of special person)                                           (relationship to donor) 

  
by ___________________________________________________. 
                                       (your name) 
 

6))  In honor of/memory of  ________________________________________  , ______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                                            (name of special person)                                           (relationship to donor) 

  
by ___________________________________________________. 
                                       (your name) 

7)  In honor of/memory of  ________________________________________  , ______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                                            (name of special person)                                           (relationship to donor) 

  
by ___________________________________________________. 
                                       (your name) 

8)  In honor of/memory of  ________________________________________  , ______________________ given  
                  (circle one)                                            (name of special person)                                           (relationship to donor) 

  
by ___________________________________________________. 
                              (your name) 


