
The United Methodist Town Crier 
Belvidere United Methodist Church 

219 Hardwick Street, Belvidere, New Jersey 07823 

March 2020 Vol. LXXIII No. 3 
The Reverend Evan Rohrs-Dodge, Pastor 

Dean Tshudy, Lay Leader 

 Office Hours: 9:00am - 1:00pm/Telephone: (908) 475-4065/Fax: (908) 475-4006 
           E-Mail: Church@BelvidereUMC.org        Website: belvidereumc.com 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE INTERN PASTOR’S DESK: 
 
 

Hello Family: 
 
 As we begin this Lenten season, we may wonder what the meaning of Lent is. Lent is 
a 40 day period that starts on Ash Wednesday and goes to Good Friday. This basically mod-
els Christ’s 40 day fast in the desert. It calls us to open our hearts to God's refining grace 
through prayer, confession, fasting, and almsgiving as we anticipate Holy Week. The official 
color of Lent is purple.  Purple is the color of repentance for sins and also symbolizes the 
state of our souls outside the light of Christ. During this time, we should pray for those who 
do not know Christ and for those who have sinned against Him. Fasting is not typically prac-
ticed much anymore. A very important element of the Lenten season is becoming aware of 
not only the suffering and sacrifice of Christ but also to the suffering of others. Lent is a time 
to open the doors of our hearts a little wider and understand our Lord a little deeper, so that 
when Good Friday and eventually Easter comes, it is not just another day at church but an 
opportunity to receive the overflowing of graces God has to offer.  
  
 Today, we should use Lent as a time for prayer and penance. It is common these days 
for believers to surrender a particular vice such as favorite foods or smoking. Whatever a 
person’s sacrifice is, it is a reflection of Jesus' deprivation in the wilderness and a test of self-
discipline. My thoughts to you, instead of trying to give something up, that we go right back 
to after these 40 days are over, why don’t we add something to our lives. Choose to be more 
vigilant in reading your Bible or devotionals. Take the time to WRITE, yes write, a hand 
written note every day to a person in your life who means something to you. Take the time 
to make someone happy every day; help your neighbor, hold open the door for someone 
who needs help, go out of your way to make a difference in someone’s life. Then, maybe, 
this will become a good habit to continue long after these 40 days are over.  
 
        Love and blessings, 
        Tanya Huff 

mailto:Church@BelvidereUMC.org
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The Belvidere United Methodist Church is an open door, 

open heart, open minded Christian  
community.  

Our mission is to: 
*     Become true disciples of God; 

*     Share the love of God through ministry; 
*     Mature in Christian faith; and 
*   Serve the constantly changing needs of our 
community and the world. 

BULLETIN  

SPONSOR 

The cost of spon-
soring bulletins is 
$25 per month. If 

you are 
interested, please 
contact the church 

office at  
(908) 475-4065. 

   Nearly every four years, we add an extra day to the calendar in 
the form of February 29, also known as Leap Day. Put simply, these ad-
ditional 24 hours are built into the calendar to ensure that it stays in 
line with the Earth’s movement around the Sun. While the modern cal-
endar contains 365 days, the actual time it takes for Earth to orbit its 
star is slightly longer—roughly 365.2421 days. The difference might 
seem negligible, but over decades and centuries that missing quarter 
of a day per year can add up. To ensure consistency with the true as-
tronomical year, it is necessary to periodically add in an extra day to 
make up the lost time and get the calendar back in synch with the 
heavens.   

 Curiously, many Leap Day customs have revolved around ro-
mance and marriage. Tradition holds that in 5th-century Ireland, St. 
Bridget lamented to St. Patrick that women were not allowed to pro-
pose marriage to men. So legend has it that St. Patrick designated the 
only day that does not occur annually, February 29, as a day on which 
women would be allowed to propose to men. In some places, Leap Day 
thus became known as Bachelor's Day.  

 There are only about 5 million people in the whole world who 
were born on February 29, with the odds of being born on Leap Day 
standing at about 1-in-1,461. Several famous people—including actress 
and singer Dinah Shore (born 1916), motivational speaker Tony Rob-
bins (born 1960) and hip-hop artist Ja Rule (born 1976)—are leaplings. 
Leaplings technically only get to celebrate their birthdays once every 
four years, but they do get to be part of an elite group.  

Some Things You May Not Know about Leap Year 



If you have a loved one, 
family or friend, who 
can be removed from 
the prayer list, please 
call the church office 
(908) 475-4065 or email 
church@belvidereumc.
org 

 

Because 

We Care 

 

Please 
 include 

these  
persons in 
your daily 

prayers 

 Edith Balland  Becky Long  
PO Box 279 Martins Creek PA 18063 

 Peggy White 
Friend of Burkat family 

Carol Benton 
John Benton’s sister 

 Louise Manning 
 

 Antoinette 

Cindy Bowser  Laura Merrill  Tyler Whitmore 

Floyd Brendler  Paul Merring  Morrison 

Family & friends of Jackie  
Buehler 

 Steve Mooney 
Barbara & Don Loock's son-in-law  

 Wyatt & Wyatt Jr. 

David Burkat 
270 Race Street 
Belvidere, NJ 07823 

 Tracy Mooney 
Barbara & Don Loock's daughter-in-
law  

 Jackie 

Janet Cline  
Helen Grauso’s daughter   

 Harry Newman & Family  
Carol Conley’s brother-in-law 

 Phyllis 

Ed, Carollynn,  & Sarah Conley 
Carol Conley’s son, daughter-in-
law, & granddaughter   

 Herb Pickell  
Betty Merring’s brother   Jackie 

Sean Conley  
Carol Conley’s grandson  

 Dominick Puelo  Pat 

Gary Diciak 
friend of Skip Detweiler  

 Todd Quinn     
Friend of Marie Sweet                       

 The Stanley Family 

Judith Daniello  Samantha Richards 
Friend of Liz  & Walter Burkat 

 Hoyt and VanAlthuis  
families 

Phyllis & Harvey Downing       
Carol Conley’s sister & brother-in-
law              

 Margie Riedel  
Adella & BJ Wauhop’s daughter 

 Whitmore Family 

Matthew Germain       
Frank & Murnie Dragotta’s son-in-
law          

 Cindy Rufe          
Mike Benton’s mother-in-law                     

 Snover Family and Friends 

Helen Grauso    Randall Sandt 
718 Pahaquarry Street 
Belvidere, NJ 07823 

  

Jodie Gruppo  Betty Slater 
Kathi Luton’s sister 

  

Pat Gunther                
Brakeley Care Center, 290 Red 
School Lane  Phillipsburg, 08865  

 Kathy Smith   

Ken  Hilliard  Charlotte Fiduk Snow 
Friend of Liz Burkat 

  

JoAnn Holland  
62 Ridge Rd., Hackettstown 07840  
(Marilou’s sister-in-law ) 

 Howard Stecker   

Linda Krychowecky  
Christine Howard’s sister 

 Cliff  VanKirk      
Linda Benton’s brother  

  

John Lee  
Dennis Lee’s brother  

 Nancy Wassil & Family          
Barbara Loock’s sister –in –law   

  

Olivia Leigh  Family of BJ Wauhop 
35 Brooksby CRT.  
Clayton, NC.  27527 

  

Laura Levine      

 

C. H. Spurgeon 

“All our 
infirmities, 
whatever 
they are,  
are just  

opportuni-
ties for God 
to display 

his gracious 
work in us.” 

mailto:church@belvidereumc.org
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March 1, 2020 
1st Sunday in Lent 
 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  
Psalm 32   (UMH 766) 
Romans 5: 12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11   

 
March 8, 2020 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
 
Genesis 12:1-4a  
Psalm 121 (UMH 844) 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  
John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9  
 Daylight Saving Times begins 

 
March 15, 2020 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
 
Exodus 17:1-7  
Psalm 95   (UMH 814) 
Romans 5:1-11  
John 4:5-42  

 
March 22, 2020 
4th Sunday in Lent 
 
1 Samuel 16:1-13  
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 
Ephesians 5:8-14  
John 9:1-41  
 UMCOR Sunday (offering) 

 
March 29, 2020 
5th Sunday in Lent 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-14  
Psalm 130   (UMH 848) 
Romans 8:6-11  
John 11:1-45  
 

Average  Attendance 
& Budget 

January 
2019 

 
62 

January 
2020 

 
84 

January 
budget 

 
$14,380 

BUMC Peo-
ple Helping 
People mis-
sion oppor-
tunity:  

 On Thursday afternoons 
from 4:30 to 6:00 PM, we meet to 
crochet, knit and weave for chari-
ty.  We make sleeping mats and 
body warmers from recycled plas-
tic grocery bags for the homeless. 
We make hats and scarfs for veter-
ans and children in need in War-
ren County.  If you have a charity 
you would like us to help please 
let me know.  Come learn to cro-
chet or weave, all are wel-
come.  We would also appreciate 
any donations of yarn to help us 
keep this mission going.   
   
   Kathie Luton 

 
"Apart from 

the cross,  
there is no 

other ladder 
by which we 
may go to 
heaven."  

 

St. Rose  
     of Lima  

"During these 
40 days, let 

me put away 
all my pride. 

Let me change 
my heart and 

give up all 
that is not 
good within 
me. Let me 

love God with 
all that I am 
and all that I 

have."  
 

Genesis Grain  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=24
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LITURGISTS 
Please check email for the verses. 

March 1 
Communion 

Linda Benton 
Dean & Marilou Tshudy, 
Wesley Stokes 

March 8 Nancy Brown 

March 15 Tanya Huff/  
Logan Woronowicz 

March 22 Carol Conley 

March 29 Jamie Kovalsky 

Friends & Relatives 
Called to Serve Our 

Country 

Maj. John Henry, U.S. 
Marines  

Friend of the Grogan  
family 

Cpl Patrick Sansavere, 
U.S. Marines  

Friend of Dennis Lee 

Lt Col Christopher O’Con-
nor, U.S. Marines  

Brother-in-law of Victoria 
& Kevin Call; Phil & Jacki 
Bronico ; Jim & Tricia 
Bronico 

Captain Neil Bucken, U.S.  
Marines , San Diego  

 

Mitchell Lango, U.S. Ar-
my  

Neighbor of the Harts  

SPC Phillip Hampton, US 
Army  

ERF 14.4 ATTN: SPC Hamp-
ton, Phillip, B CO 2-5 Cav, 
Unit# 36250, APO AE. 
09016-6250;    Son of Bill 
& Theresa  Hampton 

Tech Sgt Russell J. Stan-
ley   

209 Choctau Drive, Brown 
Mills, NJ 08015; Son of 
Evelyn and Russ Stanley  

Cooper Kornegay, US Ar-
my 

431 Rifle Range Road,  Box 
930,  Monterey, CA 93944 

Michael Jago, US Army  
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Please Mark Your Calendar 

March 1 Rev. Rohrs-Dodge 

March 8 Linda Benton 

March 15 Dean Tshudy 

March 22 Tanya Huff 

March 29 Nancy Brown 

Children’s Sermon 

Greeter Schedule 

March 1 Rose Haller 

March 8 Maritza Baakman 

March 15 Fran Oldehoff 

March 22 Rob & Courtenay 
Haupin 

March 29 Tanya Huff 

 If you are a newer member of the Belvidere 
United Methodist Church, I would appreciate if 
you can help me update my birthday and wed-
ding anniversary lists. Each month we list these 
in the Town Crier. I would like to make sure your 
name and information is included. If you have 
not provided this information yet, please send it 
to me at jdb3283@embarqmail.com or call 908-
319-8471.  
  Thanks for your help.  
  Elizabeth Burkat 
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Follow us on Social Media!  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
belvidereumcnj 
 
Twitter: @BelvidereUMC 

You can find us on the web 
at:  

www.belvidereumc.com 
 

Many thanks to the follow-
ing families and groups who 
hosted fellowship time over 
the past few weeks: Uldene 
Weidlick, Paula Hilliard, the 

Spencer family, Diane May, Lois Hampshire, 
and the Tshudy family. Thanks also to Robin 
Stokes for the delicious February birthday 
cake. Thank you again for your kindness and 
good food. 

HELP IS ALWAYS  NEEDED 

If you have an interest in being a liturgist or 
greeter or hosting a Fellowship, please con-

tact the church office at 475-4065. 
 

PASTORAL VISITATIONS 

  If you would like a visit from Pastor Evan, 
please call the office at 908-475-4065. In 
case of emergency, or if the church office is 
closed, you may call 973-615-4804. 

  Have something to 
say? If you have some-
thing you would like to 
share in the Town Crier, 
be it a poem, story, 

church history, family update, or major life 
event, we’d be happy to include it in the 
next issue if room allows.  
      Deadline is the 25th!  
Send to Liz Burkat at 
jdb3283@embarqmail.com 
or call 908-319-8471  or mail to 
270 Race Street, Belvidere, NJ  07823 

ShopRite gift cards available for 
purchase in fellowship hall fol-
lowing each Sunday service!      

THANK YOU all for your 
generosity and love for 
us at the baby 
"sprinkle." We are so 

grateful to have you all in our lives, and we 
are eager for you all to meet Beatrice! 
    -Pastor Evan 

Thank you to our gen-
erous congregation for 
your donations during 
our 
Alternative Christmas 
mission project. 

We collected $1700.00 for our local 
chapter of the Habitat for Humanity. 
We will present the check sometime in 
March to Kristen McClain of the Warren 
Chapter. At that time, she will do a 
presentation regarding their great 
work. 
 
  Thank you, 
  Jan Lee & Paula Hilliard  

http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj
http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj
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Food Pantry Stats 

Below you will see the number of  
community members served each month. 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 

January 115 157 128 171 

February 152 123 129  

March 117 138 98  

April 87 155 135  

May 125 115 141  

June 137 91 156  

July 120 147 161  

August 143 148 161  

September 126 126 144  

October 148 157 149  

November 159 147 170  

December 117 105 171  

The confirmation trip to St. George's United Methodist Church is going 
to be Saturday, April 4.  We will meet at the church at 7:15 am to leave 
by 7:30 am. The church activity is 10 am to 12:30pm. We will then go to 
Dave and Busters for lunch and some fun. We will be there from 1 to 3 pm. We should arrive 
back at our church between 5 & 6 pm depending on traffic. I have two seats left on the van, 
the rest will be a car pool down to Philadelphia.  Any questions Please see Tanya Huff or call: 
484-201-3585 

United Methodist 
Women 
 
Don’t forget to 

pick up your 

“Thank Bank” 

from the UMW table in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Filled banks are collected each 

November. 

     We offer our 
condolences to the 
Snover family and 
friends on the pass-
ing of  Shirley Snover. Our hearts 
go out to you in this time of sad-
ness. 

We would like to thank everyone for the thoughts, prayers, visits, 
phone calls, food, gifts, and the flowers from the choir given to us dur-
ing our daughter Debbie's illness and death. Also pastor Evan’s visits 

and texts. They were all deeply appreciated. 
 Bill and Beverly VanAlthuis  



“May the joy 
that you 

have spread 
in the past 

come back to 
you on this 

day.  
Wishing you 
a very happy 

birthday!”  
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 Church Membership  
Anniversaries 

62 Years Cliff Ghetti 

61 Years Uldene Weidlick 

42 Years Rose Haller 

34 Years William LaBar  
  Kelli LaBar 

13 Years Missy Albergato 

12 Years James Hausamann 

  Diane Stephens 

  Beth Viglianco 

 2 Year Pam Pizzuti 

  Courtenay Haupin 

1     Walter Burkat              

       Marie Sweet     

       John O’Connor 

       Jason May 

2     Donald Loock              

       Riley Stapp 

4     Richard Duckworth      

       Carol Conley 

5     Steve Howard 

7     Steven Sterlacci 

       Don Simonds 

8     Ryan Holcombe 

9     Janice Lee                   

       Kent Sweigert 

10  Barbara Loock 

11   Kaitlin Marsh 

12  Jean Dubiel             

       Natalia Daniello 

13  Kevin Call                

      Steven Mooney      

      Susan Pensack         

      Olivia Beers 

14  Jacob Gallagher-Thompson 

15  Charlotte Warnick     

       Craig Williams 

16  Mildred Harris          

       Sylvia Mohlmann 

18   Laura Hazelton 

20  Stephen Rudd 

21  James Yeley 

22  Douglas Carmen        

      Ruth Sjorgren 

23  Amanda Tatarian      

       Lillian Mascera 

24  Cecily Redfern 

28  William Van Althuis 

29  Muriel Dragotta       

      Nicholas Tatarian      

      Noah Cooke 

30  Cindy Windermuth 

31  Peter Grogan           
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Each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday (unless 
otherwise noted)  9:30-12:00 Food Pantry 

March 1 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service  with 
Communion  

March 4 (Wed.) 6:30 PM Lenten potluck & Small 
Group 

March 5 (Thurs.)  4:30 PM People Helping People 
Mats /  knitting and Crochet  group 
March 6 (Friday) World Day of Prayer 

March 8 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service   
March 9 (Mon.) 7 PM Grief Support group 

March 11 (Wed.) 6:30 PM Lenten potluck & Small 
Group 

March 12 (Thurs.)  4:30 PM People Helping People 
Mats / knitting and Crochet group 
 

March 15 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / Leader-
ship Meeting 
March 16 (Mon.) 7 PM UMW meeting 
March 18 (Wed.) 6:30 PM Food Pantry 

March 18 (Wed.) 6:30 PM Lenten potluck & Small 
Group 

March 19 (Thurs.) 4:30  PM People Helping People 
Mats /  knitting and Crochet  group 

March 22 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service  
March 23 (Mon.) 7 PM Grief Support group 

March 25 (Wed.) 6:30 PM Lenten potluck & Small 
Group 

March 26 (Thurs.) 4:30  PM People Helping People 
Mats /  knitting and Crochet  group 
 

March 29 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / UMW 
Special Recognitions 
 

MARCH 

Dates to Remember 
 Wedding 

  Anniversaries 

  Elizabeth and Oscar O’Connor  

3/9/1952 

Joy and Paul Stout  

3/5/1976 

Jennifer and Daniel Wilkerson  

3/7/1987 

Doborah and John O’Connor  

3/9/2002 

Wendy and Dennis Riley  

3/26/2004 

Skip and Verna Detweiler  

3/26/2016 

In search of a leader for this summer’s Vaca-
tion Bible School. This is a great opportunity 
to share the Word of God in a fun, exciting, 
scripted way for our community’s children. 
  
Those interested should contact Pastor Evan 
or Debbie Perelli ASAP so this wonderful 
mission can continue. 

     We offer our con-
dolences to the 
Whitmore family 
and friends on the 

passing of  Lorraine’s mother. Our 
hearts go out to you in this time of 
sadness. 
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Belvidere UMC offers Equal Exchange coffees and teas for sale during our 
fellowship hour! Equal exchange is an organization that specializes in offer-
ing products that are fair trade, organic, and economically and environmen-
tally friendly. All workers who provide these goods have been paid a fair and 
decent wage. And, a portion of our proceeds benefits UMCOR (the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief)! This ongoing fundraiser will offer regular 
and decal coffees for both drip and percolators, flavored and non-
flavored, teas, and coffee pods for K-Cup brewers.  As always, thank you for 
supporting the ministries of Belvidere UMC. For more information on Equal 
Exchange, visit: http://equalexchange.coop/about. Coffees and teas 
are available at the display table in fellowship hall. 

Sign up for Fellowship Hour! The sign- up sheet is located on the table 
in the Fellowship Hall.  We need more people to sign up to provide re-
freshments, set up or clean-up for fellowship hour. Without parishion-
ers help, we will not have refreshments to enhance our time of fellow-
ship after church, so please sign up If you cannot do set up, provide all 
the refreshments or clean up, please consider volunteering with a partner who can light-
en the load and make it more fun.  You can contact Nancy Brown at 908-246-1819 
or NancyBrown0804@comcast.net if you have questions about what is entailed. 

Belvidere United Methodist Church UMW and TRUSTEES Scholar-
ship Application. 
 
High School Seniors are encouraged to apply for a college scholar-
ship. Both the United Methodist Women and Trustees 
offer scholarships.  See application in this Town Crier. 

http://equalexchange.coop/about
mailto:NancyBrown0804@comcast.net
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 Beatrice Ruth Rohrs-Dodge was born 
Wednesday, February 5th at 2 P.M. Beatrice 
weighed 7 lb. 3 oz. and was 19 inches long. She 
and mom are doing great! We look forward to in-
troducing her to you all soon.  

 
 
Lenten Potluck & Small Group:  
 
 SIGN UP for the Lenten Potluck 
& Small Group. We will be using the 
book and video series Anxious for 
Nothing by Max Lucado. This study us-
es Philippians 4:4-8 as a way to exam-
ine what the Bible says about dealing 
with worry and anxiety. As Lucado 
says, "while anxiety is a part of life, it 
doesn't have to dominate your life."  
You may sign up by visiting  
www.belvidereumc.com/discipleship-
groups.html or use the sign-up form in 
fellowship hall. This 5-week study be-
gins on March 4th at 6:30 pm; books 
are $11. If you would like the church to 
purchase your book, please place a 
check mark by your name when you 
sign up. 

The Sunday School 
and Confirmation 
Classes are spon-

soring their annual EASTER CANDY SALE with 
Chocolates on Broadway, Bangor, PA. Orders 
and Payment are due by 3/15. Delivery is 
March 29. Checks payable to BUMC. See the 
children or the order form in the fellowship 
hall to place your order. Thank you for your 
continued support! 

The first regular meeting of 
the Belvidere United Meth-
odist Women will be held on 
Monday, March 16th in the 

Fellowship Hall.   PLEASE NOTE:  The Executive 
Committee will meet starting at 6:30 PM.  Nan-
cy Brown will be our speaker starting at 7:00 
PM, followed by a short business 
meeting.  Rose Haller will provide refresh-
ments.  Come out and hear what is new and 
exciting with UMW.  We would love to have 
you join us. 

http://www.belvidereumc.com/discipleship-groups.html
http://www.belvidereumc.com/discipleship-groups.html


Save the date and 
sign up soon for 
our annual trip 
to  Coca Cola 
Park, Allentown, 
PA, to see the 
Lehigh Valley IRON 

PIGS vs. BUFFALO BISONS on Sunday, May 
24 at 6:35 PM. Tickets are $16 each for 
Club Level, Section 201 with a $2 ballpark 
credit.  They will be sold on a first come, 
first served basis. 
Payment due by 4/19, payable to BUMC.  
Contact Debbie Perelli at 610 905-8409 
with any questions.  

THANK YOU …. 
 
~ Dean Tshudy for the 
safety ‘quickfix’ to the 
steps going into the 
kitchen  
 
~ Tanya Huff, Carol Conley, and Linda Benton  
for ‘subbing in the pulpit’ while Pastor Evan 
has been out on paternity leave. 
 
~ Craig Spencer and Wes Stokes for contin-
ued work on the church furnace and for fol-
lowing through with the workers in the par-
sonage. 
 
~ to Debbie Perelli (and hubby Dino) for con-
ducting the delicious Krispy Kreme fundrais-
er for the church. 
 
~ to all who donated food and / or helped 
set up/clean up from the repast for Shirley 
Snover.  Special thanks to Paula Hilliard and 
Uldene Weidlick for the planning and organ-
izing. 

Thanks to the generosi-
ty of an anonymous 
church member, all of 
our bills for January 
and February have 
been paid.  This in-
cludes our first two 

months billing of Shared Ministries from 
the conference.  We are certainly blessed 
to have such a generous and committed 
church family. 
 
You may have noticed that we are doing 
some major necessary building mainte-
nance/upkeep work in the parsonage.  This 
project is also being paid by the Trustees.   
We are also making some much needed 
repair/upkeep to the church furnace.  This 
is also funded by the Trustees.   

Spring is almost 
here! It’s time to 
think ahead to your 
next vacation. Join 
us on our May 17-
24, 2020 NCL Geta-
way Cruise to Ber-
muda!!  Please contact Tammy Yura at 
Boscov’s Travel Agency at 
tyura@boscov.com 610 250-2772 or 
Debbie Perelli at 610 905-8409 for more 
information.  

mailto:tyura@boscov.com


Join us at worship on March 1st where Linda Benton will be con-
ducting a LOVEFEAST.   
   
The Lovefeast was a form of religious assembly, where groups of 
worshipers came together to eat food and praise God. Although 
the origins are with Jesus and his of sharing bread with his disci-
ples, it was the Moravians in Germany in the early part of the 18th century who estab-
lished the practice as a way of bonding worshipers.  
 
John Wesley first encountered Lovefeasts among the Moravians in Savannah, Georgia, 
around 1737. His diary notes: ‘After evening prayers, we joined with the Germans in one 
of their love–feasts. It was begun and ended with thanksgiving and prayer, and celebrated 
in so decent and solemn a manner as a Christian of the apostolic age would have allowed 
to be worthy of Christ.’ 
 
The Lovefeast became a regular part of the Methodist scene and among offshoot groups, 
including Wesleyans, Independents, Primitives, New Connexion, and Bible Christians.   It 
was an opportunity for the worshipers to enjoy each other’s company, as well as give testi-
mony to God’s grace, hear exhortations, and to learn about the spiritual lives of oth-
ers.  Hymns, songs, and other forms of praise would be given – and food would be eaten. 
 
A large communal cup of water was also often passed around.  From 1830 onward the 
more affluent chapels often acquired their own two-handed tankards, made of white 
earthenware with hand-painted inscriptions recording the name of the chapel and the 
word ‘Love-Feast’. 

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 
 
We are presently making hats and scarves for the veterans at Veteran Haven North.  We 
would greatly appreciate donations of #4 worsted weight yarn to complete this project.  
Please let me know if you know of any charity that you think would benefit from hats and 
scarves.  
 
We recently gave 12 mats and some body warmers to a group at Centenary College. They 
do a Midnight Run to feed the homeless and will be distributing them to those in need.   
 
We meet every Thursday from 4:30 to 6:00 pm in the fellowship hall.  Come join us and 
learn to crochet or weave or just cut plastic bags while we sit and chat. 






