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From the PastorΩs Desk 
 
Dear Church Family,  
 
 I have found myself absolutely enamored by the shenanigans of the fans during 

the 2026 World Cup. For those not watching, from June 11th to July 19th, forty-eight coun-

tries are competing throughout North America vying to be crowned the best football 

(soccer) team in the world. Because of this, cities throughout the United States, Canada 

and Mexico have been inundated with tourists from around the world, bringing their col-

lective effervescence, joy and culture, and soaking up our own flavor of American thrills 

along the way. In Boston the Tartan Army from Scotland had traffic cones shipped in to 

keep up the tradition of placing them atop of statues around the city. This is in honor of 

the Duke of Wellington statue in Glasgow, which never is without an orange cone atop 

his head for less than a few hours. In Texas a Japanese fan was surprised to receive chips 

and salsa at his table upon his first experience eating at a Tex Mex restaurant, he was 

even more elated to learn it was included in his meal and bottomless. Meanwhile a 

French fan ex had Texas BBQ for the first time and exclaimed that it was the best thing he 

had ever eaten. Do you know how good that BBQ must have been for a French person to 

admit say it was the best thing they have ever eaten? 

 These cultural exchanges and collective joy have been so beautiful to experience, if 

only through social media posts and news broadcasts. In a world that seems determined  
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The Belvidere United Methodist Church is an 

open door, open heart, open minded Christian  
community.  

Our mission is to: 
*     Become true disciples of God; 
*     Share the love of God through ministry; 
*     Mature in Christian faith; and 
*   Serve the constantly changing needs of our 
community and the world. 

to convince us how different we are, this has shown so many that we 

truly are very similar. We want to feel happiness and laugh with our 

friends and family. We get excited when our team advances and 

hopeful for their possible wins. We enjoy good food and good con-

versation and appreciate being treated with kindness and respect. 

We yearn to know more about one another, and when we are given 

the opportunity to, face to face, we ask questions to do so. My pray-

er is that the energy of this World Cup continues beyond July 19th, 

and we continue to heal our divides through this collective reminder 

that we are all human beings, all children of God. Beloved and loved.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Janice 

From the PastorΩs Desk... 



If you have a loved one, 
family or friend, who 
can be removed from 
the prayer list, please 
call the church office 
(908) 475-4065 or email 
church@belvidereumc.
org 

 

Because 

We Care 

 

Please 
 include these  
persons in 
your daily 
prayers 

Edith Ballard  Shirley Pulsinelli  Dillan Cooper 

Janet Cline  
IŜƭŜƴ DǊŀǳǎƻΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ   

 Margie Riedel  
!ŘŜƭƭŀ ϧ .W ²ŀǳƘƻǇΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 

 Carol Conley 
с hŀƪǿƻƻŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ 
.ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜΣ bW лтуно 

Ed, Carollynn,  & Sarah Con-
ley 
/ŀǊƻƭ /ƻƴƭŜȅΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ-ƛƴ-
ƭŀǿΣ ϧ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ   

 Cindy Rufe          
aƛƪŜ .ŜƴǘƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ-ƛƴ-ƭŀǿ                     

 The family & friends of 
Betty Merring 
уоо [ƻǇŀǘŎƻƴƎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
.ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜΣ bW лтуно 

Sean Conley  
/ŀǊƻƭ /ƻƴƭŜȅΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ  

 Randall Sandt 
Ŏκƻ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴƻǊ 
слмс tƛƴŜǘƻǿƴ wƻŀŘ 
hȄŦƻǊŘΣ b/ нтрср 

 Carol Martin 

Phyllis Downing  & Family   
/ŀǊƻƭ /ƻƴƭŜȅΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ  

 Eileen Smith 
CǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ Wŀƴ [ŜŜ 

 Jim Beers 
wƻǎŜ IŀƭƭŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ςƛƴ -
ƭŀǿ 

Judy Farmer  
у /ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 
.ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜΣ bW лтуно 

 Betty Slater 
YŀǘƘƛ [ǳǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ 

 Bonnie Riley 

Ken  & Paula Hilliard 
тлр hȄŦƻǊŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
.ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜΣ bW лтуно 

 Bev Van Althuis 
оп wŀŎŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
.ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜΣ bWлтуно 

 Wyatt Graham William-
son  

Robin & Tracy 
.ŀǊōŀǊŀ [ƻƻŎƪΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ 

 Cliff  VanKirk      
[ƛƴŘŀ .ŜƴǘƻƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ  

 Val Tishuk 
мфс /ƻǳƴǘȅ wƻŀŘ рмф  .Ŝƭπ
ǾƛŘŜǊŜΣ bW лтуно  

Jan Lee 
фм .ŜŜŎƘǿƻƻŘ wƻŀŘ 
.ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜΣ bW лтуно 

 Nancy Wassil & Family          
.ŀǊōŀǊŀ [ƻƻŎƪΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ςƛƴ ςƭŀǿ   

 Sue Merring & her dad 
Gene 

Olivia Leigh  Family & Friends of Peg 
Young 
CǊƛŜƴŘ  ƻŦ [ƛȊ .ǳǊƪŀǘ 

  

Laura Levine   Olivia 
CǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ .ŀǊō /ŀƭƭ 

  

Jodie Liegel 
о ²ŀǊǊŜƴ tƭŀŎŜ  
.ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜΣ bW лтуно 

 Ashley Oettinger  
wŜǾΦ WŀƴƛŎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 

  

Becky Long  
th .ƻȄ нтф aŀǊǝƴǎ /ǊŜŜƪ t! 
мулсо 

 Ashley Oettinger  
wŜǾΦ WŀƴƛŎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 

  

The family of Don Loock 
тфтм [ƛǧƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪ wŘ   
.ŀƴƎƻǊΣ  t! мулмо    

 Julia & Andrew   

Paul Merring  Sherri 
/ƻǳǎƛƴ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛǎƘ .ǊƻƴƛŎƻ 

  

Fran Oldehoff & Family 
у /ȅǇǊŜǎǎ [ŀƴŜ 
.ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜΣ bW лтуно 

 Family & Friends of Dot Sas-
saman 

  

Dominick Puelo  Grace Van Etten  
.ŜǧŜ-!ƴƴŜ wŜōŜƴŀŎƪϥǎ  ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭŀǿ  

  

Healing 
does not 

mean going 
back to the 
way things 
were before, 
but rather 
allowing 
what is 
now to 

move us 
closer to 

God. 
 

 Ram Dass  

mailto:church@belvidereumc.org
mailto:church@belvidereumc.org
https://wisdomquotes.com/ram-dass-quotes/


LITURGISTS 
Please check email for the verses. 

July 5 / com-
munion 

Terry  Call 
 

July 12 Marilou Tshudy 

July 19 Nancy Brown 

July 26 Barbara Call 

July 5 / Pam Pizzuti 

July 12 Rob & Linda Ritchie 

July 19 Beth Zellers 
 

July 26 Rob  & Courtenay Haupin 

Greeter Schedule 

LITURGISTS 
Please check email for the verses. Greeter Schedule 

August 2 / 
communion 

Marilou Tshudy 

August 9 Linda Benton 

August 16 Dean Tshudy 

August 23 Terry  Call 

August 30 Lois Hampshire 

August 2  Rob & Linda Ritchie 

August 9 Pam Pizzuti 

August 16 Rob  & Courtenay Haupin 

August 23 Beth Zellers 

August 30 Rob & Linda Ritchie 



July 5, 2026 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67  
Psalm 45:10-17  or Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
Romans 7:15-25a  
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  
 
July 12, 2026 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Genesis 25:19-34  
Psalm 119:105-112  or Psalm 25(UMH 
756) 
Romans 8:1-11  
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  
 
July 19, 2026 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Genesis 28:10-19a  
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 (UMH 854) 
Romans 8:12-25  
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  
 
July 26, 2026 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Genesis 29:15-28  
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b (UMH 828) 
Romans 8:26-39  
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  
 

August 2, 2026 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Genesis 32:22-31  
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 (UMH 828 ) 
Romans 9:1-5  
Matthew 14:13-21  
 
August 9, 2026 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28  
Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b (UMH 828 ) 
Romans 10:5-15  
Matthew 14:22-33  
 
August 16, 2026 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Genesis 45:1-15  
Psalm 133 (UMH 850 ) 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  
Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28  
 

August 23, 2026 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Exodus 1:8-2:10  
Psalm 124 (UMH 846 ) 
Romans 12:1-8  
Matthew 16:13-20  
 
August 30, 2026 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Exodus 3:1-15  
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b (UMH 828 ) 
Romans 12:9-21  
Matthew 16:21-28  



Giving: We thank you so much for continuing to support 
the mission and ministries of the church and ask that 
you continue to give as you are able. You can continue 
to support BUMC online  

through our website (visit www.belvidereumc.com and click the 
green "give" button on the home page of our website), through your 
online banking (designating the church as a payee), or by sending in 
your check to the church.  

Summer 
brings longer 
days, bright 
skies, and the 
perfect op-

portunity to 
relax, re-

charge, and 
rediscover 

your sense of 
wonder. 

­A perfect 
summer day 
is when the 
sun is shin-

ing, the 
breeze is 

blowing, the 
birds are 

singing, and 
the 

lawnmower 
is broken.® 
° James 

Dent  

Follow us on Social Media!  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
belvidereumcnj 
Twitter: @BelvidereUMC 

You can find us on the 
web at:  

www.belvidereumc.com 
 

http://www.belvidereumc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj
http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj


Friends & Relatives 
Called to Serve Our 

Country 

Lt Col Christopher 
OΩConnor, U.S. Ma-
rines  

Brother-in-law of Victoria 
& Kevin Call; Phil Bronico ; 
Jim & Tricia Bronico 

Captain Neil Bucken, 
U.S.  
Marines , San Diego  

Neighbor of the Harts 

Mitchell Lango, U.S. 
Army  

Neighbor of the Harts  

SPC Phillip Hampton, 
US Army  

ERF 14.4 ATTN: SPC Hamp-
ton, Phillip, B CO 2-5 Cav, 
Unit# 36250, APO AE. 
09016-6250;    Son of Bill 
& Theresa  Hampton 

Michael Jago, US Ar-
my 

 

Average 
  Budget 

June 
budget 

$15,952 
 

July 
budget 

$15,952 
 

August 
budget $19,940 

Food Pantry Stats 

Below you will see the number of  
community members served each month. 

 2023 2024 2025 2026 

January 374 374 381 353 

February 301 355 357 361 

March 303 407 363 384 

April 277 319 367 363 

May 286 327 405 419 

June 286 355 371  

July 333 381 393  

August 342 384 411  

September 401 414 413  

October 342 408 489  

November 296 356 385  

December 388 371 377  

PASTORAL VISITATIONS 

  If you would like a visit from Pastor 
Janice, please call the office at 908-
475-4065. In case of emergency, or if 
the church office is closed, you may 
call 973-769-3394. 

 
Prayers for Melanie Hazelton  

as she enters boot camp  
for the US Army 

leaving 6/22/2026  
going to Fort Jackson, 

 South Carolina.  



 Many thanks to the following families and groups who hosted 
fellowship time over the past few weeks: all those who contributed 
to our annual Sunday School picnic, Debbie Perelli, Pam Pizzuti, Liz 
Burkat, Dee Spencer, Jan Lee, and Skip and Verna Detweiler. Thank 
you again for your kindness and delicious food and treats. 

Updated information for the Belvidere Food Pantry. 
/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜΥ 
Wednesday from 5:00 to 7:00pm and Fridays from 9:30 to 
11:30am. 
 
Current operating hours are: Wednesday from 5:00 to  7:00pm 

and Fridays from 9:30 to 11:30am. Donations can be  dropped off beginning at 4:30 PM on 
Wednesdays and 9:00  AM on Fridays, up until closing. If one of  these times isn't conven-
ient for you. please call the church office at 908-475-4065 and we will be happy to arrange 
another time.* 

 tƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǎƻƴŀƎŜ ǇƻǊŎƘ ƻǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ  ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ Current 
needs are body wash, conditioner, coffee, sugar, kidsΩ cereal.  Thank you in advance!!  

 Our 200th Anniversary Worship Service will be held on October 4th, 
2026 at 3PM with a banquet to follow. As we begin planning, it will be 
helpful for us to have a tentative headcount of those who plan to attend 
this dinner. There will be a cost for tickets, which we're hoping will be mini-
mal thanks to fundraising generosity. Please email Marilou Tshudy 

(mtshudy@comcast.net) or sign up in Fellowship Hall if you and your family will be join-
ing us! Thank you!   

Old Fashioned Pot Luck BBQ! July 25th @  5 PM 
 WeΩll provide the burgers and dogs, you bring your favorite BBQ side to share  

OR -just bring yourself!  

mailto:mtshudy@comcast.net


Belvidere United Methodist Church 200th Anniversary 
Living History Book 

 
For our 200th Anniversary Celebration, Belvidere UMC is creating a booklet of stories 
from our members (past and present) and friends from the community. Please share 
your memories of growing up in the church, going to Sunday School, participating in 
youth group activities, attending services, joining the church as an adult or retiree, 
church activities/trips, memories of pastors and their families, the sanctuary & church 
building, or anything that is/was meaningful to you! You can write your memories om fly-
er in Sunday bulletin or email them to Marilou Tshudy at mtshudy@comcast.net. If you 
would prefer to meet with a member of our committee and share your memories over 
conversation, just call the church office at 908-475-4065, and one of our team members 
will reach out to you! άStoriesέ are due as soon as possible  (latest by June 1st )so they 
can be compiled into the booklet! 

The Belvidere Food 
Pantry in partnership 
with the Belvidere Li-
ons Club will be 

hosting our second annual 5k fundraiser 
on July 18th, 2026. As you know we rely 
heavily on donations to keep our shelves 
stocked, unfortunately donations are very 
light in the summer, however the pantry 
is always busy which is why we have de-
cided to hold this fundraising event in Ju-
ly. We would be thrilled if you would join 
us by walking or running as we work to 
serve others! 
 Registration for the race is now open: 
runsignup.com/Race/NJ/Belvidere/
BelvidereRaceForHunger  

mailto:mtshudy@comcast.net




5ŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Each Friday (unless otherwise noted)  
9:30-11:30 Food Pantry.  

!ǳƎǳǎǘ м  ό{ŀǘΦύ мл !a !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ н  (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service 
w/ communion 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ п ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ мн ta aŀƘƧƻƴƎ  
!ǳƎǳǎǘ п ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ  bŀǝƻƴŀƭ bƛǘŜ hǳǘ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ п ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ у ta !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ р ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ с ta bŀǝƻƴŀƭ bƛǘŜ hǳǘ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ р ό²ŜŘΦύ  р ta CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ у ό{ŀǘΦύ мл !a !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ ф (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service  
Ad Council Meeting 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ мм ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ мн ta aŀƘƧƻƴƎ  
!ǳƎǳǎǘ мм ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ у ta !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ мн  ό²ŜŘΦύ  р ta CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ мн  ό²ŜŘΦύ   {ǳƳƳŜǊ YƛŘǎ [ǳƴŎƘ 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ мр  ό{ŀǘΦύ мл !a !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ мс(Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / 
Outdoor Service 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ муό¢ǳŜǎΦύ мн ta aŀƘƧƻƴƎ  
!ǳƎǳǎǘ му ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ у ta !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ мф ό²ŜŘΦύ  р ta CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ нн  ό{ŀǘΦύ мл !a !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ но (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service  
!ǳƎǳǎǘ нр ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ мн ta aŀƘƧƻƴƎ  
!ǳƎǳǎǘ нр ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ у ta !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ нр  ό²ŜŘΦύ  р ta CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ нф ό{ŀǘΦύ мл !a !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ ол (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service  

Each Friday (unless otherwise noted)  
9:30-11:30 Food Pantry.  

Wǳƭȅ м ό²ŜŘΦύ  р ta CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
Wǳƭȅ п ό{ŀǘΦύ мл !a !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
 

Wǳƭȅ р  ό{ǳƴΦύ 10 AM Worship/
Communion  
Wǳƭȅ т ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ мн ta aŀƘƧƻƴƎ 
Wǳƭȅ т ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ у ta !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
Wǳƭȅ у ό²ŜŘΦύ  р ta CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
Wǳƭȅ мм ό{ŀǘΦύ мл !a !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 

Wǳƭȅ мн ό{ǳƴΦύ м0 AM Worship/ Ad Coun-
cil Meeting 
Wǳƭȅ мп ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ мн ta aŀƘƧƻƴƎ 
Wǳƭȅ мпό¢ǳŜǎΦύ у ta !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
Wǳƭȅ мр ό²ŜŘΦύ  р ta CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
Wǳƭȅ мт όCǊƛΦύ пΥол ta .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘ 
Wǳƭȅ му ό{ŀǘΦύ мл !a !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
Wǳƭȅ му ό{ŀǘΦύ  .ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜ tŀƴǘǊȅ рY 

Wǳƭȅ мф ό{ǳƴΦύ м0 AM Worship 
Wǳƭȅ нм ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ мн ta aŀƘƧƻƴƎ 
Wǳƭȅ нмό¢ǳŜǎΦύ у ta !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
Wǳƭȅ нн ό²ŜŘΦύ  р ta CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
Wǳƭȅ нн ό²ŜŘΦύ  {ǳƳƳŜǊ YƛŘǎ [ǳƴŎƘ tǊƻπ
ƎǊŀƳ 
Wǳƭȅ нр ό{ŀǘΦύ мл !a !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
Wǳƭȅ нр ό{ŀǘΦύ  с ta /ƻǾŜǊŜŘ 5ƛǎƘ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 

Wǳƭȅ нс ό{ǳƴΦύ м0 AM Worship 
Wǳƭȅ ну ό¢ǳŜǎΦύ мн ta aŀƘƧƻƴƎ 
Wǳƭȅ нуό¢ǳŜǎΦύ у ta !! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
Wǳƭȅ нф ό²ŜŘΦύ  р ta CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
 



 
"Count your 

life by 
smiles, not 

tears. Count 
your age by 
friends, not 

years.  
Happy 

birthday!"  
 
 

§ John 
Lennon  

5  Jim Bronico            

 Cassandra Dove 

6  Daniel Wilkerson      

 Paul Gyuricza 

 Victoria Carson 

7 Edward Tucker 

8 Joseph Fritts 

9  Lauren LaBar      

10  Ethan Cole 

11  Jillian Hughes 

12  Nancy Leeds 

13  Jordan Kovalsky  

 Andrew Duckworth 

16 Eamon Marone 

18 Rita Merring 

19 Justin Lauer 

23 Melanie Albright 

24  Susan Cole     

  Jennifer Wilkerson 

28  Zachary Haupin   

 Tracy Marsh     

 Owen Gately 

31  Tanya Cole        

 Rebecca Sella  

 
 

Paul & Diane Gyuricza  
July 30, 1985 

 
Dean & Marilou Tshudy 

 July 4, 1987 
 

Daniel & Stacy Dalrymple 
July 26, 1997 

 
Josh & Becky Long  
July 17, 2004 

 
Ryan & Patricia Holcombe  

July 14, 2007 
   

Walter & Alexis Burkat 
July 24, 2021 

 
Bob & Diane May 
July 16, 1977 

 

 ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ   
 !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ 



 /ƘǳǊŎƘ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
 !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ 

 ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ   
 !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ 

5  Faith Hoos     

  Connor Holcombe 

6  John Benton       

  Vicki Freilich 

7  Gail Lauer 

8  Michael Daley      

  Bryon Lauer 

  Melissa Stapp 

9  Barbara Scillitoe 

10 Jack Kovalsky 

11 Diane Resch 

12 Paul Stout 

17     Nicole LaBar  

20  Steve Allen 

21   Shirlee Hildebrant     

   Elizabeth Dalrymple 

22  Bob May 

24   Caitlin Freilich           

   Erik Lee 

26  Carolyn Wilkerson 

   Mariellen Hilliard Shick  

30   Tyler Grogan          

   Zachary Snyder 

 
Ron & Bev Lommatzsch  
August 9, 1958 

 
Terry & Barbara Call  
August 23, 1969 

 
Brian & Debra Williams  
August 24, 1985 

 
Brian & Diane Resch  
August 17, 1991 

 
Ken & Heather Durr  
August 2, 1997 

 
Josh & Melissa Stapp  
August 6, 2004 

 

49 Years  Liz Burkat 

39 Years  Rod Pensack   

  Susan Pensack 

  Dean Tshudy 

32 Years  Michael Tresslar 

29 Years  Jordan Kovalsky   

 18 Years  Trinity Lauer 

 16 Years   Skip Detweiler 

   11 Year       Jean Sampson        



Congratulations to Riley Eve and Melanie / Maverick  Hazelton 
on their scholarships! 

 
BUMC wishes you both the very best  in your future endeavors. 









Family Ministry and Sunday School greatly appreciate eve-
ryone who supported last week's annual Sunday School 
Picnic. Thank you to Tim Driscoll and Bob May, our favor-
ite grill masters, who transported the grill, tables 
and  chairs over to the park. To those who helped fill 
our table with delicious food, our appetites were 
quite satisfied.  Thank you to those who stayed to clean 

up, especially Craig Spencer, Eli Spencer and Connor Holcombe who did much of the 
heavy lifting. We canΩt forget the Perellis and Uldene Weidlick who kept the picnic food 
service prepped and organized from the church kitchen all the way to the park and back. 
We hope everyone enjoyed  sharing fellowship and a picnic lunch together outdoors in 
beautiful weather  We are a blessed church family! 
 
Let summer at  BUMC  officially begin!! 

All BUMC Family and Friends of all ages are invited to attend our 
Summer Bowling Outing at Bel-Pike Lanes on Friday, July 17th at 
4:30. The cost for two games, shoes and soda is only $8/person. 
There will be prizes for the three children with the highest averages. 
The cafe will be open if you prefer to have lunch or an early dinner 

there. Sign up in the fellowship hall by 7/12. Contact Debbie Perelli at 610 905-8409 with 
any questions. Hope you can join us!  

We offer our condo-
lences to the families 
and friends of  Chris 
and Elizabeth Scott on 
the recent passing of 
Chrisôs Aunt Pat.  
Elizabeth is the sister 

of Rose Haller. Praying for friends to 
comfort you, faith to uphold you, and 
loving memories to help you smile 
again. May knowing you're in the hearts 
and thoughts of others help you through 
this time of sorrow. 



We offer our condo-
lences to the families 
and friends of  David 
Merring who passed 
away recently.  David 
is the son of Betty 

Merring. Praying for friends to comfort 
you, faith to uphold you, and loving 
memories to help you smile again. May 
knowing you're in the hearts and 
thoughts of others help you through this 
time of sorrow. 

We offer our condolenc-
es to the families and 
friends of  Caroline Ri-
ley who passed away re-
cently. Caroline  is the 
sister of Fran Oldehoff. 
Praying for friends to 
comfort you, faith to uphold you, and lov-
ing memories to help you smile again. 
May knowing you're in the hearts and 
thoughts of others help you through this 
time of sorrow. 

A Note of Thanks and Farewell 
 
 With the July / August issue of ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ǊƛŜǊ, I will be retiring as editor and writer 
after 10 wonderful years. It has been a true privilege to bring the news, stories, and infor-
mation from Belvidere United Methodist Church into your homes each month. 
 
 I am deeply grateful to the congregation for allowing me to serve in this way, and I 
want to thank everyone who has contributed stories, poems, announcements, memories, 
and information over the years. Your willingness to share the life and spirit of our church 
has made ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ǊƛŜǊ meaningful, welcoming, and truly special.  
 
 I am pleased to introduce Courtenay Haupin as the next editor and writer of ¢ƘŜ 
¢ƻǿƴ /ǊƛŜǊ. I hope she finds as much joy as I have in bringing news from our congregation 
and church to readers in a creative and interesting format. 
 
 Thank you again for your encouragement, your contributions, and your support 

throughout the past decade. It has been an honor and a joy to serve as editor and writer 

of ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ǊƛŜǊ. 

      Yours in Christ, 

      Elizabeth Burkat  



Belvidere United Methodist Church Quilt Show 
 

The Belvidere United Methodist Church Quilt Show will 
be held during Victorian Day on Saturday, September 
12, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Admission is free. Free-will donations will be gratefully 
accepted. 
 
Quilts Needed 
We are seeking quilts to display at the show. Registration 
instructions and an Exhibition Form can be found in the 
July/August edition of the ¢ƻǿƴ /ǊƛŜǊ or by contacting 

Linda Ritchie at mathprof63@gmail.com.  
The deadline for registration is Saturday, August 15th. 
Please share this opportunity with family and friends who may wish to exhibit their quilts. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
Help is needed for: 
¶ Quilt Show planning and preparation. 
¶ Set-up on September 11, from пΥлл–тΥлл p.m. 
¶ Assistance during the show on September 12. 
Clean-up and quilt pick-up on September 12, from пΥлл–тΥлл p.m. 
To volunteer, please sign up in Fellowship Hall or contact Linda Ritchie at math-
prof63@gmail.com or 908-346-3189 (text). 
 
Quilt Show Committee Meeting: The next Quilt Show Committee meeting will be held on 

Sunday, July 12, immediately following the church service. We welcome anyone who 

would like to learn more about the Quilt Show or help with planning this special event. 

mailto:mathprof63@gmail.com
mailto:mathprof63@gmail.com
mailto:mathprof63@gmail.com


Belvidere United Methodist Church  

2026 Quilt Show  

Victorian Day, Saturday, September 12 th  

10AM - 3PM  

 

How to Enter Your Quilt for Exhibition 
Complete one Exhibition form for each quilt you would like to exhibit.  
Registration Deadline: Saturday, August 15th   
Send your completed Exhibition form(s)  
by email to: Linda Ritchie at mathprof63@gmail.com 
or 
by mail to: Belvidere United Methodist Church 
     219 Hardwick Street, Belvidere, NJ 
   

Quilt Drop-off Instructions 
Label each quilt in the lower left-hand corner on the back. (name, address and phone of 
owner) 

Use safety pins everywhere pins are required. 
Quilts must be delivered on Friday, September 11th between 4:30 and 6:30 PM to:  
Belvidere United Methodist Church 
219 Hardwick Street, Belvidere, NJ  
 

You will receive a receipt for each quilt at drop off. 
 

Quilt Pick-up Instructions 
Please pick up your quilt at the Belvidere United Methodist Church on Saturday, Septem-
ber 12th between 4:30 and 6:30 PM 

 
Receipts must be presented at the time of pick up. 
 

For more information, contact: 
Linda Ritchie  
Email: mathprof63@gmail.com 
Cell: (908) 346-3189 
 

mailto:mathprof63@gmail.com
mailto:mathprof63@gmail.com


Belvidere United Methodist Church 
2026 Quilt Show Exhibition Form 

Instructions: 
Form due by 8/15/26 so that booklet can be compiled 
Please print clearly or type. 
Complete one form for each quilt you plan to exhibit. 
bƻǘŜ: The Exhibit # will be assigned by the Quilt Show committee  
Send your completed Exhibition form(s)  
by email to: Linda Ritchie at mathprof63@gmail.com 
or 
by mail to: Belvidere United Methodist Church 
     219 Hardwick Street, Belvidere, NJ 

 

Owner: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ________________________________________________________________  
 
Email:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Quilt Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Made by: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pattern: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Type (Pieced / Appliquéd etc.) ________________________________________________ 
 
Year completed: ____________________________________________________________   
 
Size: _____________________________________________________________________ 
History/Additional Information: 
 
 
History/Additional Information (continued): 

mailto:mathprof63@gmail.com


Eighteen years ago, our church family prayed for our grandchildren, 
premature twins Ian and Logan. Through your prayers and GodΩs 
faithful presence, Logan and Ian have grown healthy and strong, and 
both recently graduated from Wilson High School. 
 
During their high school years, both boys were involved in sports and 
continued to show strength, determination, and gratitude for the 
blessings in their lives. Logan recently received his certification in au-
tomotive mechanics, and Ian will continue his education this fall at 
Northampton Community College. 

 
Logan has also just begun Army basic training at Fort Jackson in South Carolina. We ask 
that GodΩs presence and the prayers of our church family continue to be with both Logan 
and Ian as they begin these new chapters. 
 
May God bless them, guide them, and keep them safe in all that lies ahead. 
 
Gail and Rich Lauer 

 



Community Blend 384 Route 57 West Washington, NJ 908.758.5787 
Upcoming Events 
Visit our website for complete detailsΧ Communityblend.org/events  
²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΗ 
 

WomenΩs Summer Book Club - Come join our weekly summer book club. (10 weeks)   This 
is a time for light study, discussion, fellowship, and prayer.  άIn His Image by Jen Wilkinέ -  
Class times listed below: 
 

Thursdays 12:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  
 June 11 - Aug. 27, Location: Community Blend, (Inside the Chapel) 384 - NJ 57 west, 
Washington, NJ 

Fri. afternoons beginning 12:oo p.m.- 1:30 p.m.  
 June 12 - August 28.  Location: Community Blend (Inside the Chapel) 384 - NJ 57, 
Washington, NJ 07882 

PrimeTimers  – ммΥол a.m - 1:30.  For ages 55+, co-ed, our Primetimers have a great time 
gathering the first wen. of each month.  The potluck meal is always sumptuous. Bring your 
favorite dish to share. This is a great place to bring friends, too. See our community blend 
events page for more info. Location: Community Blend, (Inside the Chapel) 384 - NJ 57 
west, Washington, NJ 

June 3:  Community BlendΩs 5 - Year Anniversary Celebration with food, music, games, and 
cake. 

July 1: A celebration of AmericaΩs 250th Birthday - picnic style foods. 

August: No Meeting. Trip to Lancaster, PA.  Lunch and a show are now being planned. 

Moms Meet. Come meet other moms from the community. Mom's Meet is an opportunity 
for kids to play and moms to share. We welcome all moms to join us. Enjoy a cup of coffee 
and refreshments in the cafe'. Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.   Community Blend Cafe', 384 NJ-
57, Washington, NJ 07882 

Knitters Club.  10.00 - 11:40. Weekly Friday classes led by instructor Marilyn Salvetti - mas-
ter knitter. Welcome all ages, skill levels, and coeds to participate in this therapeutic hobby. 
Personal projects and group projects.   Community Blend Cafe', 384 NJ-57, Washington, NJ 
07882 

 



Fitness Fridays.  Every Friday, 11 -11:40 am.  All levels can participate. 
It is a 40 min exercise class.  Stretch, breathe, light cardio. Bring an ex-
ercise mat or towel or use a chair for an alternative seated exercise 
routine. Come and bring some friends. This is a great way to shape up 
for the spring.  Walk-ins welcome!  Community Blend Cafe', 384 NJ-57, 

Washington, NJ 07882 



bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ нлл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭǾƛŘŜǊŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƻ 

ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ǉŀǎǘ ¢ƻǿƴ 

/ǊƛŜǊǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΗ 

From the Pastor- June 1979 
Bill Noll 
 

As we enter the season of graduation, 
most of us who are older (and Fran keeps 
reminding me that άalmost олέ is old) 
often look at our young people with a 
sense of yearning -- for what was and what 
might have been. Their future is open, 
their possibilities endless, their horizons 
stretch as far as the eye and the imagina-
tion can see. 
 

But teenagers know that graduation can 
also be a time of doubt, frustration, and 
fear. A future of endless possibilities is also 
a future of uncertain outcome and un-
known pitfalls. 
 

Oh -- the serenity, security, and satisfac-

tion of being at a place and time and work 

that we KNOW is just where God wants us 

to be. That's an experience I pray for each 

one of you –young or old, student or work-

er, graduate or dropout. Consider where 

you are today -- what your work is, who 

your friends are, what your life has be-

come. Are YOU where God wants you to 

be? And if not, are you on the way? 

December 2021 
 
We celebrate with Barbara Loock, whose 
father (Larry S Wassil – US Army Ser-
geant) who had been listed as MIA in 
1944 during WWII for more than seven 
decades has been identified by the Unit-
ed States government. Her fatherΩs re-
mains had been found by German wood-
cutters near Bergstein and were buried 
in a military cemetery in Belgium in 
1952. Years later, a Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency historian determined 
that a set of unidentified remains in the 
cemetery possibly belonged to Sgt Was-
sil.  In 2019 the remains were disinterred 
and sent to Nebraska to be tested for 
definite identification. Scientists used 
DNA, dental records, and anthropological 
analysis and made the final determina-
tion that the remains were, indeed, Bar-
baraΩs father. It was a blessing that Bar-
baraΩs only brother, Larry, learned of the 
finding of his fatherΩs remains before 
passing away this year. How blessed we 
all are to live in a country that will go to 
this extent to find and share information 
about our MIAs. 
    ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
9ŀǎǘƻƴ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ ¢ƛƳŜǎΦ 



November 1995 Rev. Vicki Brendler 
 

 I came across a story that spoke to me about what it means to live faithfully and 
trust God let me share it with youΧ 
 
 A farmer needed a hired hand. After trying several workers, who all failed to meet 

his standards, the farmer began to get desperate. Then another worker applied for the 

job. The farmer asked him, άWhat qualifies you for this job?έ 

The man answered, άI can sleep at night.έ 
That didn't sound too promising, but since he was desperate, the farmer hired the 

newcomer. 
That night there was a terrific thunderstorm. The farmer awoke, ran to the hired 

handΩs room and tried to arouse him. He could not. 
Muttering to himself something like, άI'll take care of him in the morning,έ the 

farmer went outside into the night and the driving rain. He found the barn doors securely 
closed, the haystack well- covered and the tractor put away in the shed. There was noth-
ing he could do but return to the house and go back to bed. Then he understood why his 
new hired hand had said, άI can sleep at night.έ 
 

 The longer I am in ministry, the more convinced I become that if we faithfully do 
the things that God has made clear to us to do, then the Lord will take care of the things 
that are beyond our control. Then we can sleep at night, trusting that we are upheld in 
the loving arms of our God who guards us through all the times of our lives. That doesn't 
mean we will never know adversity or pain, illness or brokenness. It does mean that we 
will have the strength to lean on the everlasting arms of God to walk through those times 
in our lives. 
 Do your best to be faithful in your life. Practice your faith. Read the holy scriptures. 

Pray regularly (I would suggest a minimum of once a day.) Walk in love and kindness with 

your neighbor. Work for justice. Love and trust God with all your heart and soul and mind 

and strength. And humbly let God into the very depths of your life. When you do this, 

you too will put yourself in a place to have the faith to sleep at night. 

 There's a little sun-catcher that I have that says, άI do my best and leave the rest to 

God.έ I find that when I truly live by that motto (and I really do try to do that) I can trust 

God for the rest, knowing that I have done what God has expected of me. 

 May God bless us all as we journey in faith with one anotherΧ 



January 2021 
 
HereΩs 12 things to consider as we get closer to closing the door on one of the most horri-
ble years of our lifetime. 

§ The dumbest thing I ever bought was a 2020 planner.  

§ I was so bored I called Jake from State Farm just to talk to someone. He asked me what I 
was wearing.  

§  2019: Stay away from negative people. 2020: Stay away from positive people.  

§ The world has turned upside down. Old folks are sneaking out of the house and their 
kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!  

§  This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her dog. It was obvious she thought her dog 
understood her. I came into my house and told my cat. We laughed a lot.  

§ Every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pajamas will have you be-
lieve all is well in the kingdom.  

§ Does anyone know if we can take showers yet or should we just keep washing our 
hands?  

§ This virus has done what no woman has been able to do. Cancel sports, shut down all 
bars and keep men at home!  

§ I never thought the comment, άI wouldnΩt touch him/her with a 6-foot poleέ would be-
come a national policy, but here we are!  

§ I need to practice social-distancing from the refrigerator.  

§ I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to the Backyard. IΩm getting tired of 
the Living Room.  

§   Never in a million years could I have imagined I would go up to a bank teller wearing  a 
mask and ask for money.  

April 2025 
 

Congratulations to Joelle Tshudy, one of our own! She starred as Margot  in the musical 

[ŜƎŀƭƭȅ .ƭƻƴŘŜ. This was a supporting role for our young thespian. The Sonora Repertory 

Theater in Sonora, California.  She performed in over 20 shows of [ŜƎŀƭƭȅ .ƭƻƴŘŜΗ 



 
 
 Rummage Sale Thank You!!!! 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make our Spring Rummage 
Sale a success!! Whether you donated items, helped sort or 

price, attended and bought items at the sale, helped carry everything from the back 
room to the fellowship hall, cleaned up or took the remaining items to Habitat for Hu-
manity or books to the Library, we thank you!   
 
Special thanks go to the Rummage Sale Committee – Judy Harvey and Marilou Tshudy. 
Additional special thanks to Donna Paradise who took care of the advertising and Pastor 
Janice who made Facebook posts about our sale.  
 
We canΩt thank everyone enough for all of their time! In addition to the ones named 
above, we thank Barbara Call, Betty Senderovitz, Cathie Labar, Nancy Brown, Lois Hamp-
shire, Liz Burkat, Wanda Baker, Murnie Dragotta, Linda Benton, Tammy Koop, Chris Ad-
ams, Verna Detweiler, Ellen Fahey, Becky Driscoll, Donna Paradise, Terry Call, Bryan LaBar, 
Paul Heiney, Carol Martin, Joy Stout and Ron Lommatzch. If thereΩs anyone we missed, 
thank you!! 
 
We made a total of $2770!!  
 
Continue to sort through your closets, attics and basements for anything you no longer 
want or need! We plan to have another rummage sale the first Friday and Saturday in Oc-
tober 2026!! 
 
Again, thank you for everyoneΩs help to make the rummage sale a success!! 



 

 
 

ϝtƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ олΣ нлнс ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ϸсмлу ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǊπ
ŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ {ƘŀǊŜŘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ  !ƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅǊƻƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄπ
ŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ Ϸпфт ƛƴ ōƛƭƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦ  ²Ŝ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǊŜŀƭ άŎǳǎƘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǇŀȅǊƻƭƭ ƛǎ ƳŜǘΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻπ
ǘŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭƛŀƴǘ ƻƴ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ   wǳƳƳŀƎŜ {ŀƭŜ ƛǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŬǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
Ǉŀȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ {ƘŀǊŜŘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ϷнΣлллΦ  
 

Thank you so much for your faithful generosity! Your consistent support truly makes a 
profound difference. It is because of dedicated givers like you that the ministry, out-
reach, and mission of the church continue to thrive week after week.   
 
Because of your giving,  BUMC continues to   

Support those in need through local outreach programs. 
Maintain operations and provide a welcoming space for worship and fellow-

ship. 
Fund ministries that foster spiritual growth for all ages 
 

Summer brings all kinds of good things – sunshine, vacations, mission opportunities, and 
a change of pace. But it can also bring a noticeable dip in giving, just when our church is 
gearing up for some of its most meaningful work.  ThatΩs why itΩs so important to plan 
ahead. In addition to in person giving on Sundays, we welcome online giving thru Tithe-
ly, mail in giving, and personal bank directed giving. 
 
If you ever need to check your donation history, update your recurring contributions, or 
explore new digital giving options, be sure to check with Donna Paradise, our Financial 
Secretary.  Please be aware that Donna maintains all records with strict confidentiality. 
 
Rosalie Haller, 
BUMC Treasurer 

  Income Expenses   

Jan - Mar 2026 $49,852 $54,578 -$4,726 

Jan  - June 2026 $103,270 $98,492 +$4,778 

Jan - Sept 2026       

Jan – Dec 2026       

        



Are you one of us called άoldέ ΚΚΚΚ 
 
"We are often called άthe elderly,έ but that quiet label hides a truth most people rarely 
pause to consider: we are the last living witnesses of a world that no longer exists. 
 
If you look closely, you might notice gray hair, slower steps, or the quiet patience that time 
alone can teach. But if you truly listen to our stories, you will discover something far more 
extraordinary. We are not simply older people moving through the final chapters of life.  
We are the survivors of one of the most breathtaking transformations in human history — a 
generation that walked from the slow, deliberate rhythm of an analog world into the daz-
zling speed of a digital one without ever losing our sense of humanity along the way. 
Our journey began in a very different place. 
 
Many of us were born in the 1940s, 1950s, and early 1960s, when the scars of World War II 
were still fresh across Europe and Asia and the world was slowly learning how to hope 
again. Cities rose from rubble. Families rebuilt lives after years of uncertainty. Childhood 
unfolded in ways that would feel almost unrecognizable to younger generations today.  
 
Our toys were simple: marbles played in dusty yards, hopscotch drawn on cracked side-
walks, checkers and cards gathered around kitchen tables while the smell of dinner filled 
the house. When the streetlights flickered on in the evening, it was the universal signal that 
childhood adventures were over for the day and it was time to go home. 
 
There were no smartphones, no streaming videos, no endless scroll of digital distractions. 
Instead, we built our memories in the real world — with scraped knees, laughter echoing 
down neighborhood streets, and friendships that formed face to face, without the media-
tion of screens. 
 
Music became one of the defining soundtracks of our youth. The 1960s and 1970s arrived 
like a wave of color and rebellion. We watched culture shift around us, carried by electric 
guitars and voices that dared to question the world.  
 
For many of us, gatherings like the legendary Woodstock Festival of 1969 symbolized some-
thing powerful: the belief that peace, music, and community could reshape the future. 
Hundreds of thousands of young people stood together in muddy fields, listening to artists 
who poured raw emotion into towering speakers known as the Wall of Sound. Those con-
certs were not merely entertainment; they were moments when strangers felt like a single 
generation singing the same hope under an open sky. 
 
 



Love carried a different rhythm as well. We fell in love while vinyl records spun on turntables 
and cassette tapes clicked softly inside plastic players. Music became the background to first 
dances, long conversations, and dreams about the future. Those relationships grew into mar-
riages, families, and lives built step by step through the 1980s and 1990s — decades that saw 
technology begin to reshape the world around us. 
 
Yet nothing compares to the bridge our generation has crossed. We are the only generation to 
have experienced an entirely analog childhood and a fully digital adulthood.  
 
We remember waiting days — or sometimes weeks — for handwritten letters to arrive in the 
mail. We remember rotary telephones and party lines where neighbors could accidentally 
overhear conversations. Communication required patience and anticipation. Today, we can 
see the face of a loved one across the ocean instantly on a screen small enough to fit in a 
pocket. 
 
The world changed in ways few could have imagined. We watched humanity land on the 
Moon in 1969, a moment when millions of people sat in living rooms staring at black-and-
white televisions as Neil Armstrong took humanityΩs first steps on another world.  
 
We saw the rise of personal computers, the birth of the internet, and eventually the arrival of 
smartphones that placed entire libraries of knowledge in our hands. Machines that once filled 
entire rooms now exist on devices lighter than a paperback book. We moved from punch 
cards and mechanical tools to artificial intelligence and global networks connecting billions of 
people instantly. And through every shift, we adapted. 
 
Our bodies carry the marks of the times we lived through as well. We grew up during fears of 
polio and tuberculosis, illnesses that once terrified entire communities before vaccines helped 
bring them under control. We witnessed the global challenges of pandemics and health crises 
across decades, including the recent silence and uncertainty of COVID-19, which reminded 
the world that resilience is still required in every generation. 
 
Science itself transformed before our eyes. We saw the discovery of the structure of DNA in 
1953, the decoding of the human genome at the turn of the century, and the early steps into 
gene therapy and advanced medicine. Transportation evolved from simple bicycles and steam 
engines to hybrid vehicles and electric cars gliding almost silently through city streets. 
 
Few generations have witnessed such sweeping change. And yet, despite everything that 
evolved around us, certain things remain unchanged. We still understand the joy of a cold 
glass bottle of lemonade on a hot afternoon. We still remember the taste of vegetables picked 
straight from a garden. We still know the value of a long conversation that unfolds slowly 
without a keyboard or screen interrupting it. 



Our memories stretch across decades. We have celebrated births, mourned losses, 
watched friends depart, and carried their stories forward. Those of us who remain share 
something rare: the experience of standing at the crossroads of history, holding memories 
from a world that younger generations know only through photographs and stories. 
 
But we are not relics. We are living bridges. Our perspective reminds the modern world 
that progress does not have to erase wisdom. The speed of technology does not have to 
replace patience, kindness, or reflection. We remember what life felt like before every-
thing moved so fast — and that memory carries quiet lessons worth sharing. 
 
So when someone calls us άelderly,έ we can smile. Because behind that word lies some-
thing extraordinary. We are the generation that crossed two centuries, witnessed eight 
decades of transformation, and walked from the age of handwritten letters to the era of 
artificial intelligence. 
 
What a life we have lived. What a remarkable story we continue to carry. And if you belong 
to this generation, take a moment today to look in the mirror and recognize something 
powerful.  
 
You are not simply growing older. You are living history. You are part of a generation that 
will always remain one of a kind. And perhaps, in the quietest and most meaningful way, 
you are becoming legendary." 
 
/ƻǇƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ /ƻȄ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴ  C. 

{ǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ wƻǎŜ IŀƭƭŜǊ 


