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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
  

 Dear Friends: 

 On May 24th, 1738, John Wesley experienced his “Aldersgate” moment. I have talked about this 

moment in sermons before, and perhaps even in this newsletter. This incident changed everything for 

John Wesley; it was the instance that he encountered the witness of God's Spirit within him, assuring 

him that God had forgiven his sins and filled him with the Holy Spirit. And Wesley had a physical experi-

ence of assurance! Wesley said his “heart was strangely warmed.” 

 We are in the season after Pentecost, a most appropriate time to think about the ministry and 

activity of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit comes upon us, bestowing spiritual gifts and sanctifying us. 

Sanctification is a core Wesleyan concept; it is the growth in grace that conforms our lives to that of Je-

sus Christ. It is how we become more and more committed Christians. Without the leading of the Holy 

Spirit, we are lost! But thanks to the gracious gift of the Holy Spirit that Jesus promised in John 14-16 

and that the early church experienced in Acts 2, we don't rely on our own strength, but the power of 

the Holy Spirit working in and through us. 

 Today, take a moment to pray for the Holy Spirit to come upon you with power, just like our spir-

itual father John Wesley experienced 280 years ago. Ask for the Holy Spirit to work in your life, to reveal 

areas of your life that he needs to clean up and sanctify, and give him thanks for his gracious activity in 

your life! 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The Belvidere United Methodist Church is an open door, 

open heart, open minded Christian  
community.  

Our mission is to: 
*     Become true disciples of God; 

*     Share the love of God through ministry; 
*     Mature in Christian faith; and 
*   Serve the constantly changing needs of our 
community and the world. 

BULLETIN  

SPONSOR 

The cost of spon-
soring bulletins is 
$25 per month. If 

you are 
interested, please 
contact the church 

office at  
(908) 475-4065. 

WRITING 
 

Writing is good for the soul. It brings “stuff’ out in the open which can re-

main buried and act upon us as an ulcer, never healing from within. Writing 

gives expression to thoughts and feeling, can stir up excitement and joy 

from within. Can also release the tensions of daily living. We can be respon-

sive in many forms of emotions. Short and to the point, expand upon our 

thinking with flourishes of poetic grandeur. Be spontaneous and add a 

spark of humor. Stillwater thoughts that run extremely deep, love and com-

passion can add its influence. Words can be all so powerful, can invoke a 

powerful response in the context of which they are used. 

 

There is definitely power in the point of a pen. We should consider how to 

use it wisely, conservatively and to stress the meat of our thinking, embel-

lish only slightly and get to the point. Be honest and straightforward. 

 

History has been touched in time and place by words that have come forth 

from many directions, expounded in many languages from the far-reaching 

corners of the earth. Mastery is being fashioned from the various threads 

and links from shared life experiences and lessons learned. 

 

In the course of time in the year 2018 and beyond, its words and their ex-

pression that can even change the course of our presidency. The ripple 

effect of the waves being made can influence the future course of history. 

 

At this point my pen shall retire for the night.  

        – C. J. Conley 



If you have a loved one, 
family or friend, who can 
be removed from the 
prayer list, please call the 
church office (908) 475-
4065 or email 

Because 

We Care 

 

Please in-
clude these 
persons in 
your daily 

prayers 

Dottie Atherton     c/o Mrs. Bush’s Personal Care Home PO Box 327 

Carol Benton John Benton’s sister 

Don Brown Brother of Harry Brown 

Janet Cline  Helen Grauso’s daughter   

Ed, Carollynn,  & Sarah 
Conley  

Carol Conley’s son, daughter-in-law, & granddaughter  

Sean Conley  Carol Conley’s grandson  

Pat Conn Fran Oldehoff’s neighbor 

Gary Diciak friend of Skip Detweiler  

Phyllis & Harvey Downing                     Carol Conley’s sister & brother-in-law 

Lou & Aggie Eltoro Friends of Nancy & Harry Brown 

Matthew Germain                Frank & Murnie Dragotta’s son-in-law 

Helen Grauso    

Jodie Gruppo  

Pat Gunther                Brakeley Care Center, 290 Red School Lane  Phillipsburg, 
08865  

Ken Hilliard  

JoAnn Holland  62 Ridge Rd., Hackettstown 07840  
(Marilou’s sister-in-law ) 

Robert Howard Steve Howard’s father 

Debbie Kling Friend of Nancy and Harry Brown 

Linda Krychowecky  Christine Howard’s sister 

John Lee  Dennis Lee’s brother  

Sue Lee Friend of Liz Burkat 

Laura Levine   

Becky Long  PO Box 279 Martins Creek PA 18063 

Chet Moczydlowski  Friend of the Burkat famly 

Steve Mooney Barbara & Don Loock's son-in-law  

Tracy Mooney Barbara & Don Loock's daughter-in-law  

Mark & Marilyn Nelson Friend of Fran Oldehoff 

Harry Newman & Family  Carol Conley’s brother-in-law 

Herb Pickell  Betty Merring’s brother  

Todd Quinn                             Friend of Marie Sweet 

Dominick Puelo  

Margie Riedel  Adella & BJ Wauhop’s daughter 

Cindy Rufe                               Mike Benton’s mother-in-law  

Russ Stanley Friend of Skip Detweiler 

Christine Friend of Fran Oldehoff  

Cliff VanKirk                        Linda Benton’s brother  

Nancy Wassil & Family          Barbara Loock’s sister –in –law   

Morrison Friend of John & Lorraine Whitmore 

Judith Daniello Darren Daniello’s mother 

Nancy Friend of John & Sandy & Fran 

Average  
Attendance 

April 
 2017 119 

April 
2018 108 

 
 

April 
 budget 

$ 18,635 
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"Our  

sorrows and 
wounds are 
healed only 

when we 
touch them 
with com-
passion."  

 

- Buddha  

"Healing 
yourself is 
connected 

with healing 
others." 

 - Yoko Ono  



HELP IS ALWAYS 

 NEEDED 

If you have an interest in being 
a liturgist or greeter or hosting 

a Fellowship, please contact 
the church office at 475-4065. 

 
 

PASTORAL VISITATIONS 

  If you would like a visit from 
Pastor Evan, please call the 
office at 908-475-4065. In 
case of emergency, or if the 
church office is closed, you 
may call 973-615-4804. 

June 3, 2018 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
1 Samuel 3: 1-20 
Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854) 
2 Corinthians 4: 5-12 
Mark 2:23 - 3:6  
 
June 10, 2018 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
1 Samuel 8: 4-20 (11: 14-15) 
Psalm 138 (UMH 853) 
2 Corinthians  4:13 -5:1  
Mark 3: 20-35 
 
June 17, 2018 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Father’s Day 
 
1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13 
Psalm 20 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
2 Corinthians  5: 6-10 (11-13), 14-
17 
Mark 4: 26-34 
 
June 24, 2018 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
1 Samuel  17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-
49 
Psalm 9: 9-20 (UMH 744) 
2 Corinthians  6: 1-13 
Mark  4: 35-41 
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Mothers play an 
important role 
as the heart of 
the home, but 
this in no way 

lessens the 
equally im-
portant role  

fathers should 
play, as head of 

the home, in 
nurturing,  

training, and 
loving their  

children. 

 

Ezra Taft  

Benson 

 
JOIN US 
for the 
Lehigh Val-
ley Iron 

Pigs game on Saturday, June 2 
as they face the Toledo Mud 
Hens at 6:35 PM at Coca Cola 
Park in Allentown, PA. Fire-
works immediately afterwards. 
A limited amount of tickets are 
reserved for us. The group rate 
is $16/ticket for Club Level, Sec-
tion 201 seats with a $2/ticket 
ballpark credit. Sign-up in the 
fellowship hall. Payment due by 
April 15. Make checks payable 
to BUMC.  



LITURGISTS 
Please check email for the verses. 

Please mark your calendars 

June 3 
Communion 

Randall Sandt 
Barbara Call & Marilou 
Tshudy 

June 10 Chris Howard 

June 17 Walter Burkat 

June 24 Adella Wauhop 

June 3 
Communion 

BJ Wauhop 

June 10 Dean Tshudy 

Friends & Relatives 
Called to Serve Our 

Country 

Maj. John Henry, U.S. Ma-
rines  

Friend of the Grogan family 

Cpl Patrick Sansavere, U.S. 
Marines  

Friend of Dennis Lee 

Lt Col Christopher O’Con-
nor, U.S. Marines  

Brother-in-law of Victoria & 
Kevin Call; Phil & Jacki Broni-
co ; Jim & Tricia Bronico 

Captain Neil Bucken, U.S.  
Marines , San Diego  

 

Mitchell Lango, U.S. Army  Neighbor of the Harts  

SPC Phillip Hampton, US 
Army  

ERF 14.4 ATTN: SPC Hamp-
ton, Phillip, B CO 2-5 Cav, 
Unit# 36250, APO AE. 09016-
6250;    Son of Bill & Theresa  
Hampton 

Tech Sgt Russell J. Stanley   209 Choctau Drive, Brown 
Mills, NJ 08015; Son of Eve-
lyn and Russ Stanley  

Cooper Kornegay, US Army  
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  Have something to say? If you have 
something you would like to share in the 
Town Crier, be it a poem, story, church histo-
ry, family update, or major life event, we’d 
be happy to include it in the next issue if 
room allows.  
      Deadline is the 20th!  
Send to Liz Burkat at 
jdb3283@embarqmail.com  
or call 908-319-8471  

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FREE SUMMER CAMP:  
 At Camp Tecumseh in Pittstown, NJ. 
This 6-week summer camp for kids (7-12, 
and one week for teens 13-17) is free and 
transportation will be provided. Evelyn 
Hopler, Salvation Army officer, will be in 
worship on 4/29 and will process applica-
tions for this summer camp following wor-
ship. For more information, including ap-
plications, contact the church office.  

Sunday School celebration is June 10! 
Picnic to follow. Mark your calendars 
as we celebrate a great year of Sunday 
School! 
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Follow us on Social Media!  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
belvidereumcnj 
 
Twitter: @BelvidereUMC 

You can find us on the web 
at:  

www.belvidereumc.com 
 

Every week, on God’s day, Christians gather together both to 

hear the Word of God taught and to strengthen each other 

through fellowship. Our time spent with our spiritual broth-

ers and sisters and the encouragement we share is beneficial 

to us, can help others, and is pleasing to God.  Many thanks 

to the following families and groups who hosted fellowship 

time over the past few months: The Tshudy family, the Mission Com-

mittee, Jodie Gruppo, Pam Pizzuti, Nancy Lovering, Chris Howard, 

Adella Wauhop, Joy Stout, Paula Hilliard, Nancy Leeds, Diane Albright, 

the UMW,  Jan Lee, Liz Burkat,  Debbie Perelli and the Sunday School 

parents, and the Spencer family.  Thank you again for your kindness. 

Beginning on Wednesday, September 12 at 7 pm and Thursday, 
September 13 at 4pm: 
 
Crazy, Holy Grace: The Healing Power of Memory. When pain is re-
al, why is God silent?  
 
This study will help us approach and engage the spiritual and theo-
logical issues around pain and grief, using material from well-
known Presbyterian writer and minister Frederick Buechner. Buech-
ner has grappled with the nature of pain, grief, and grace ever since 
his father committed suicide when he was a young boy. In this 
study, the participant finds what Buechner realizes - that the God 
who  
might seem so silent is ever near.  
 
This is a 4-week study that includes video and a study guide. Sign-
up will be made available in August.  

http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj
http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj
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Food Pantry Stats 

Below you will see the number of  
community members served each month. 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 

January 106 132 115 157 

February 138 106 152 123 

March 120 138 117 138 

April 138 103 87 155 

May 114 98 125  

June 135 112 137  

July 150 104 120  

August 147 125 143  

September 146 124 126  

October 153 119 148  

November 176 101 159  

December 138 137 117  

We are now 
set up with 
online giving! You can visit this link 
(https://tithe.ly/give?c=300363) and 
give a one-time gift or set up automatic 
recurrent giving. Thank you! 

 
 BUMC’s Vacation Bible School PO-
LAR BLAST is scheduled for August 6-8,  
6-8:30 PM.  
 
 We are in need of volunteer 
counselors and junior counselors to as-
sist with Bible lessons, music, crafts, rec-
reation activities and refreshments. This 
is a fun opportunity for high schoolers 
to earn community service hours. 
Please contact Debbie Perelli at 610 905
-8409 and or sign up in the fellowship 
hall by May 27. Hope you can join us!  

Greeters:  We are in need of more greeters for Sunday morning 

worship. If you are willing to greet people as they enter the building 
and assist them in any way, please sign up in fellowship hall or con-
tact the church office.  

 

Thank you for the cards and prayers 
during my recent illness.  I looked for-
ward to Pastor Evan's visits each 
week. The daffodils that Murnie sent 
home with Ron brightened my 

days.  Joy's pansies are growing in our yard now 
and Bev's soups were delicious.  It is wonderful 
to have a church family that cares.  My heartfelt 
thanks to all.  
    Bev Lommatzsch 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=300363
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Let this 
day be full 
of joy and 
celebra-
tion. We 
wish you 
an out-

standing 
and fabu-
lous birth-

day!! 
 

Unknown 

1 Barbara Call 

2  Kelsey Naughright  

3 Ashley Dove 

4 Daniel Dalrymple 

6 Stefanni Colao 

7 Bryan Paradise 

8 Alicia Garis    

12  Carleigh Stemler  

 Robert Marsh  

16  Kevin Lee  

 Lora Jane Hill  

 Andrew Haupin 

17   Joy Stout  

 Daniel Krych  

 Albert Krouse 

18  Becky Long   

 Josh Stapp 

19 Debra Williams 

21       Pat Gunther  

 Seth McKenna 

23 Marilou Tshudy 

25 Deborah O’Connor 

27  Linda Alampi   

  James Zimmerman 

28 Kimberly Smith 

29 Jessica Rafalko 

 Wedding 
  Anniversaries 

   
 
 

Kenneth & Paula Hilliard  
June 22, 1968 

 
John & Linda Benton  

June 10, 1972 
 

Rod & Sue Pensack  
June 25, 1977 

 
Richard & Gail Lauer 

June 28, 1975 
 

     Dennis & Jan Lee 
June 16, 1979 

 
Thom & Dawn Sella  

June 16, 1985 
 

Craig & Dawn Williams  
June 3, 2006 
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 Church Membership  
Anniversaries 

81 Years Willard Snover 

55 Years Nancy Cole 

46Years Daniel Alampi 

45 Years  David Merring 

34Years        Hanford Haller  

  Wendy Riley 

31 Years        Carole Sutton 

28 Years  Melissa Duckworth 

26 Years Christopher Lauer 

25Years  Thom Sella  

  Dawn Sella 

23 Years Steve Howard 
  Chris Howard 

22 Years Nicholas Jones 

19 Years        Ursula Thiel 

  Jacqueline Buehler  

17 Years Bryan Paradise 
  Caitlin Frelich 

  Rebecca Wilkerson 
  Diane Gyuricza 

  Karissa Henderson  

  Ruth Sjogren 

 15 Years Stephanie Lee 
  Lauren Stemler 

  Tyler Tresslar 
  Kevin Flood 

  Lisa Hart  

  Aaron Hill 

  Charles Tatarian  

  Eileen Tatarian 

12 Years Kelly Ritchie  

  Rebecca Sella 

  Carolyn Wilkerson  

  Daniel Krych 

  Alyssa Resch   

  Lora Jane Hill 

  Amanda Tatarian  

  Andrew Haupin 

  Lois Hampshire 
  Ron Lommatzsch 

  Bev Lommatzsch 

7 Years Megan Rafalko 
  Matthew Sella 
  Brielle Sweigert 
  Brittany Sweigert 

  Raymond Yeley 

 

 

“May our lives 
and gentle spirit 
be evident to all 

that we are mem-
bers of God's  

family.”  
 

― Lailah Gifty 
   Akita 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8297615.Lailah_Gifty_Akita
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8297615.Lailah_Gifty_Akita
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ATTENTION ALL BUMC MEMBERS: Please sign-up your cov-
ered dish for the Sunday School Picnic (6/10) in the fellow-
ship hall by June 3. Thank you to the Stout Family for al-
ready donating Rita’s Ice. Note this year there will be 
games for the children and a cake walk(s) for all in the 
Park. Donations from the cake walk will benefit VBS. The 

Belvidere Goodwill Fire Department will visit with a fire truck to pick up 
our bottled water donations. Hope you can join us in this fun event with 
your church family to wrap up a year of Sunday School and to kick off 
Summer 2018! 

Book Club & Bring-Your-Own-Lunch!  
 
Enjoy book discussion and lunch in the Garrett D. Wall Park beginning on 
Thursday, June 7th at noon. This book group will meet 3 times over the 
summer at noontime on the second Thursday of June, July, and August 
(6/7, 7/5, 8/2). This book group will read and discuss the book Everything 
Happens for a Reason And Other Lies I've Loved by Kate Bowler. Please 
purchase your own book. If you would like the church to purchase it, 

please contact the office. Bring your own lunch and a 
folding/camp chair, if possible! If the weather is in-
clement, we will meet inside the church,. 

Sunday School will sponsor a bottled water collection for our local fire 
department, Good Will Fire Co. No.1. This water will be consumed on 
alarm calls, The cases and gallon jugs of water will be picked up by fire-

fighters on a fire truck at our annual Sunday School Picnic on June 
10. Donations can be dropped off in the rear of the fellowship hall 
before or after services on Sundays up to and including the pic-
nic. Thank you for your continued support and generosity Bel-
videre UMC and in helping the children learn how to give back to 
their community!  
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Dates to Remember 

JUNE 
Each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday (unless oth-
erwise noted)  9 - 11:45 Food Pantry 

June 2 (Sat.) Iron Pigs Trip 
June 3 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service  with Com-
munion 
June 4 (Mon.) 6:30 PM  Worship Yoga 
June 4 (Mon.)  Leadership Council meeting 
June 7 (Thurs.) 7 PM Handbell Practice 
June 7 (Thurs.) 8 PM Choir Practice 
June 7 (Thurs.)  6:30 Project Homeless Connect 
 

June 10 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / Sunday 
School 
June 10 (Sun.) Sunday School Picnic 
June 11 (Mon.) 6:30 PM  Worship Yoga 
June 14 (Thurs.) 7 PM Handbell Practice 
June 14 (Thurs.) 8 PM Choir Practice 
June 14 (Thurs.) 6:30 Project Homeless Connect 

June 17 ( Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service  
June 17 (Sun.) Father’s Day 
June 17 (Sun.) Choir Recognition 
June 18 (Mon)  6:30 PM  Worship Yoga (at Commu-
nity Center) 
June 18 (Mon) 7:00 PM UMW meeting 
June 21 (Thurs.) 6:30 Project Homeless Connect 

June 24 (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / Sunday 
School 
June 25 (Mon.) 6:30 PM  Worship Yoga 
June 28(Thurs.) 6:30 Project Homeless Connect 

Come one, come all to the 
United Methodist Wom-
en’s annual picnic on Mon-
day, June 18 from 5 pm to 

8 pm.  The picnic is being hosted  by Nan-
cy Brown at 607 Oxford Street, Bel-
videre.  Paper products, beverages and 
fixings for ice cream sundaes will be pro-
vided for dessert  Please bring an appetiz-
er or entree’ to share AND a chair.  If it is 
really hot, you can enjoy Nancy’s air con-
ditioned home and/or take a dip in the in-
ground salt-water pool.  Rain?  Not a 
problem, we can eat on the great front 
porch.  Otherwise, we will enjoy the great 
outdoors by the pool.    For those who 
have trouble with steps, Nancy recom-
mends coming in the front entrance of 
her house.   We look forward to a fun pic-
nic including you.  Spouses or significant 
others are welcome too to keep Harry 
Brown company.  Please call or text Nan-
cy at 908-246-1819 or email her at Nan-
cyBrown0804@comcast.net to let her 
know if you are coming and what food 
you will be bringing to share. 

. 

Scholarship recipients (at right)  James Bronico 
and Jessica Rafalko receive scholarships from 
Betty Merring (UMW) and Terry Call (Trustees) 
See more on page 15. 

mailto:NancyBrown0804@comcast.net
mailto:NancyBrown0804@comcast.net


 Hampton Update May 2018 
  
20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus through-
out all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. (Ephesians  3:20-21 NIV) 
  
Dear All, 
  
We trust all is well with each of you! As we have been pondering and praying recently, these 
verses have come up several times. It is amazing to stop and think of the awesomeness of 
God. He is so far beyond what we can comprehend, yet we can trust Him with the faith and 
love of a little child! How can we comprehend He who is infinite, when we have a finite brain? 
Yet, by faith He calls us to trust and believe. He calls us to trust and obey. There is peace and 
joy in His presence. There is love. The apostle Paul writes, “I pray that out of his glorious riches 
he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 
may have power, together with all the LORD's holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you 
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19 NIV) 
We are thankful. We serve a loving God, whose kingdom and dominion are both everlasting 
and enduring. We are thankful for your walking with us over these many years. 
  
Ministry Update: We are truly blessed to continue serving. And, we are truly blessed to be 
walking together. We will celebrate our 36th wedding anniversary this coming July! Here is a 
picture of us at a local dinner set up to honor veterans on “National Defense Day.” It was ap-
propriate for us both to be there since we were married when Bill still was serving in the Navy! 
  
Since our last update, Bill has made several trips, including important meetings in Orlando and 
New York City. He continues to serve in several differing roles, which makes it a bit difficult but 
always enjoyable! He departs today for additional meetings where he will serve as a mentor 
for one of our organization’s leadership teams from the “Eurasia Area” which is undergoing 
changes in both structure and staff. This particular team serves in some of the most difficult 
regions we can imagine. It covers places where religious persecution is real, hatred is intense, 
access is difficult, and climates are extreme. It is both exciting and humbling to be able to help 
a new leadership team develop and grow together. As we mentioned last month, the Lord has 
given us real opportunity to use our own experiences to help mentor those following behind 
us.   
  
We are thankful to report that special cash gifts have continued to help us move forward fi-
nancially. But, we received word this past month that two of our longstanding supporters will 
be reducing their support due to changes in their financial and life situations. This seems to be 
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reflecting a four year trend. We need to raise our monthly support to make up for this trend, 
and so that our income is more consistent. We are seeking your prayers and your ideas. We 
have set aside blocks of time this summer where we are willing to travel and visit! We are pray-
ing for churches and individuals who can partner with us. Please let us know what the LORD 
might have put on your heart. Can we come to visit?! Please contact us.    
  
Let us know how we can pray for you! 
  
Personal  Praises: 
* In all things God is ever faithful and his Word is real and alive! 
* Praise for good meetings and safe travel!  
* Praise for Theresa and her ESL ministries! 
* Praise for the opportunities we have to bless and build others!  
* Praise for each of you; you are all so faithful to us! 
  
Personal Prayer Requests: 
o Pray for our organization’s top leadership as they must make strategic and impactful finan-
cial decisions. 
o Pray for continuing ministry trips that will occur in 2018. 
o Pray for our need to raise monthly support so that we will have a more stable financial pic-
ture.  
o Pray for opportunities for us to visit and share with both new and existing financial part-
ners! 
o Pray for His guidance – corporately and personally.  
  
Our Wycliffe Link:  
  
http://www.wycliffe.org/Partnership.aspx?mid=948D26 
  
Our mailing address:  
  
Bill and Theresa Hampton:  
8 Bald Cypress Lane 
Levittown PA 19054 
215-949-6908 
  

 
Hampton Update May 2018 con’t…. 

http://www.wycliffe.org/Partnership.aspx?mid=948D26


Belvidere UMC Retreat 
May 12, 2018 

 
‘Leaning into God’ 

“My personal thoughts inspired by the presenter, Jewel’s Questions 
During our Quiet Time that morning” - Carol Conley 

 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understand.  In all 

your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.’  Proverbs: 5-6 
Answer:  “I will trust the Lord as I travel this journey of life realizing that I will encounter 

twists & turns and circumstances sometimes beyond my control. Trust and give it to God!”  

 
What circumstance do you need to entrust to God?  Ask Him to reveal it. 

Answer: “Family, fiancés for shelter & home. Future, health, faith to share my story and 

serve others” 

 
What is the difference between a leaner and a dweller? Which describes you? 

Answer: “Be still and know I am God!  I lean into God and get the ‘me’ out of the way to 

dwell into the presence of God speaking to my heart. God reaches us in many ways!” 

 
Explain the following verse. “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is un-

seen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal”  2 Corinthians 
4:18 

Answer: “Be open to the possibilities God presents in our life that take us beyond the nor-

mal senses which enables us to have vision.” 

 
How can you apply it in your life?  

Answer:  “Through prayer, in conversation with God and in the stillness in the beauty of na-

ture’s lessons around us. As God reveals his word, and through our interactions with people 

placed in our path.” 

 
Write your acronym for fear and faith. 
 

Answer: “Fear - Being stuck, remobilized, unable to move forward.  Faith-Letting go of our 

fear holding on to God’s hand taking the steps to move forward. Those silent footsteps are 
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walking with us. We are not alone! Faith can move mountains!” 

 
Jewel: “The people have left God”  
 

Answer: “Don’t leave God but draw closer!” 

 
Jewel: “People need hope!” 

Answer: “That peace that passes all understanding! God is still working refining us 
through the fires making us what we ought to be, like the potter fashioning the vessel on 
the potter’s wheel into something special for God’s use in the world making a difference 
to make a better world around us. We move forward strengthened by the fires and passes 
we’ve traveled in life.” 
 

Carol: “ My favorite verse: “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength” 
Philippians 4:13 

“The power of positive thinking is so powerful! Don’t dwell on the nativities and they will 
become stronger over whelming us and pulling us down leading into wrong directions.”  
Recently young women giving a speech mentioned my name that she would like to be like 
me, I was so touched! It really brought home to me that God is watching and speaks to 
others through our daily interactions with others. We do have the power to make a differ-
ence!           – CJ Conley  

Belvidere UMC Retreat… continued 
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Congratulations to our 
newest members. Elijah 
Cooke and Sarah Broni-
co were confirmed at 
BUMC on Sunday, May 
20th. Wesley and Robin 
Stokes were made new 
members by transfer. 
We welcome you all to 
our church and pray 
that you will all be a 
continued blessing to 
us. 



June 2018 BUMC Scholarships Awarded 
 

During the worship service on n May 27, 2018, College Scholarships were awarded 
by both the Belvidere Trustees and the Belvidere United Methodist Women to James 
Bronico and Jessica Rafalko.  The narrative portions of their scholarship applications are 
listed below.  Congratulations to both! 
 
Submitted by: James V. Bronico, Jr. 
 

Growing up as a member of the Belvidere United Methodist Church has had a great 
influence on my life.  I have always gone to BUMC, since I was baptized there in 1999, and 
had my confirmation in seventh grade.  This church was the foundation of my religious be-
lief, and has since provided the blocks I have built with.  It has given me guidance in mak-
ing life decisions, influenced who I have become, and helped to make life decisions.  I am a 
very caring person, always trying to help whoever I can, something you don’t always see in 
people, especially when not raised in the church.  It has also taught me how to treat oth-
ers, and to respect what I have.  Lastly, it has taught me that there is a vast group of people 
willing to help in a time of need, even if the need is just to talk with somebody other than 
my family.  It has also provided me with fun times, such a working at VBS, in the kitchen at 
the Roast Beef Dinners, and other church functions.  I hope you will consider me for one of 
these scholarships, as they will greatly help with my college education. 
James is planning to attend New Jersey Institute of Technology. 
 
 

June 2018 Scholarship Application 
 

Submitted by: Jessica Rafalko 
 

I have been a part of the Belvidere United Methodist Church since I was a baby.  I 
was baptized and confirmed at this church.  Throughout my years I have participated in 
many of the church’s activities.  Some of these include: Youth Group, Sunday School, 
Christmas Pageants, helped with the preparation of Fellowship, and attended church on a 
regular basis.  Church has influenced my life in such an essential way.  When I was younger, 
I suffered from Obsessive Compulsive Disorder.  I prayed to God every night that I would 
make it through the hardship and now I have been doing much better and have almost 
kicked my obsessive habits completely.  Without church, I would not have been so well ed-
ucated on the power of God, and I would not have realized how much I really need Him 
walking by my side. 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be dis-
couraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 
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