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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
 Dear Friends: 

 This past week, I was in Ohio at the Doctor of Ministry intensive. This is a twice-a-year requirement for my doctoral 

program. For each intensive, there is an emphasis chosen by the doctoral students, and is reflected in the plenary lecture ses-

sions and in the preaching and worship. The focus this past intensive was “Religion and the Public Square”; in other words, 

what does it mean to be a Christian leader and navigate the complex and often divisive social and political networks in 2018 

America while maintaining gospel integrity. It was a week filled with great conversation and learning, and I was particularly 

moved by hearing the experiences of many black students, whose experience as faith leaders in the public square is often 

markedly different than mine.  

 I want to share a few impressions that I took away from this intensive week:  

 1. Good people of faith will disagree on how to address social and political concerns such as poverty, welfare, the rela-

tionships between the public and private spheres, gender issues, etc. However, as I listened to conversations between folks 

who disagreed on policy, I heard a shared commitment to loving and reaching the most vulnerable, even as they disagreed on 

how best to address those concerns. It struck me that as we, the people of God, engage in these topics and wrestle with how 

the church should respond, we must not impugn each other’s motives, for the vast majority of Christians truly want to address 

these issues lovingly and empathically. We must begin with a shared commitment to the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is the 

motivation for the Christian’s service, and go from there.  

 2. Racism is still a very real evil in America. As my black colleagues in the doctoral program shared their experiences as 

faith leaders in the public square, and the discrimination they often face, I was reminded of the work we still have to do, in our 

churches, our communities, our nation, and our world. The gospel is about reconciliation - first to God and then to each other. 

Therefore, combatting racism is an imperative for any committed Christian.  

 3. Our nation needs people of faith to speak up. We have so much to offer public discourse; our message of reconcilia-

tion and unity is more timely than ever. Your voice matters; one need not be an ordained clergy person to have influence in 

the public square. Speak up and out about what God desires: to “do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

God.” (Micah 6:8).   

mailto:Church@BelvidereUMC.org
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The Belvidere United Methodist Church is an open door, 

open heart, open minded Christian  
community.  

Our mission is to: 
*     Become true disciples of God; 

*     Share the love of God through ministry; 
*     Mature in Christian faith; and 
*   Serve the constantly changing needs of our 
community and the world. 

BULLETIN  

SPONSOR 

The cost of spon-
soring bulletins is 
$25 per month. If 

you are 
interested, please 
contact the church 

office at  
(908) 475-4065. 

FEBRUARY MISSION PROJECT 
GOOD NEWS HOME FOR WOMEN 

 
On February 25th, the Good News Home for Women, will be our 
guest singers and ringers during the Sunday worship service.  
In the mission committee will be having a soup and roll lunch-
eon after the service to benefit this wonderful organization. 
The mission of the Good News Home is to provide Christian short 
and long-term, residential treatment programs for women to 
overcome their chemical dependencies of alcohol and other 
drugs by offering a holistic, non-denominational approach in 
healing the mind, body and spirit. Spiritual birth and growth are 
stressed, along with the Christian 12-Step process.  
 
Underlying their mission is the basic philosophy that faith in God 
can do for us that we cannot do for ourselves.  
 
The purpose of their program is to rehabilitate women who have 
life-destroying problems associated with substance abuse. The 
Good News Home endeavors to help its clients become mentally 
sound, emotionally balanced, socially adjusted, physically well 
and spiritually alive.  
 
If anyone would like to donate soup or rolls, there will be a sign 
up sheet on the mission table. 
 
      Thank you, 
      Jan Lee and Paula Hilliard 



If you have a loved one, 
family or friend, who can 
be removed from the pray-
er list, please call the 
church office (908) 475-
4065 or email 
church@belvidereumc.org 

Because We 

Care 

 

Please include 
these persons in 

your daily prayers 

Dottie Atherton     c/o Mrs. Bush’s Personal Care Home PO Box 327 

Richard Ball Friend of Skip Detweiler 

Carol Benton John Benton’s sister 

Don Brown Brother of Harry Brown 

Janet Cline  Helen Grauso’s daughter   

Ed, Carollynn,  & Sarah 
Conley  

Carol Conley’s son, daughter-in-law, & grand-
daughter  

Sean Conley  Carol Conley’s grandson  

Pat Conn Fran Oldehoff’s neighbor 

Gary Diciak friend of Skip Detweiler  

Phyllis & Harvey Downing                     Carol Conley’s sister & brother-in-law 

Lou & Aggie Eltoro Friends of Nancy & Harry Brown 

Matthew Germain                Frank & Murnie Dragotta’s son-in-law 

Jodie Gruppo  

Pat Gunther                Brakeley Care Center, 290 Red School Lane  
Phillipsburg, 08865  

Ken Hilliard  

JoAnn Holland  62 Ridge Rd., Hackettstown 07840  
(Marilou’s sister-in-law ) 

Debbie Kling Friend of Nancy & Harry Brown 

Linda Krychowecky  Christine Howard’s sister 

John Lee  Dennis Lee’s brother  

Sue Lee Friend of Liz Burkat 

Laura Levine   

Becky Long  PO Box 279 Martins Creek PA 18063 

Harry Newman & Family  Carol Conley’s brother-in-law 

Bob Oldehoff Fran Oldehoff’s son 

Herb Pickell  Betty Merring’s brother  

Todd Quinn                             Friend of Marie Sweet 

Margie Riedel  Adella & BJ Wauhop’s daughter 

Cindy Rufe                               Mike Benton’s mother-in-law  

Russ Stanley Friend of Skip Detweiler 

Christine Friend of Fran Oldehoff  

Cliff VanKirk                        Linda Benton’s brother  

Nancy Wassil & Family          Barbara Loock’s sister –in –law   

Morrison Friend of John & Lorraine Whitmore 

Robert Howard Steve Howard’s father 

Judith Daniello Darren Daniello’s mother 

Average Attendance 

December 
2016 117 

December 
2017 114 

 
 

December 
 budget 

$ 14,908 
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Christ is the Good 
Physician. There is 
no disease He can-
not heal; no sin He 

cannot remove; 
no trouble He can-
not help. He is the 

Balm of Gilead, 
the Great Physi-

cian who has nev-
er yet failed to 

heal all the spir-
itual maladies of 
every soul that 
has come unto 

Him in faith and 
prayer. 

 
James H.  
Aughey  

Beloved, I pray 
that all may go 

well with you and 
that you may be 

in good health, as 
it goes well with 

your soul. 
 

3 John 1:2  

mailto:church@belvidereumc.org


February 4, 2018 
5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
Isaiah 40: 21-31 
Psalm 147: 1-11, 20c (UMH 859) 
1 Corinthians 9: 16-23 
Mark 1: 29-39 
 
February 11, 2018 
Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
Transfiguration of the Lord 
 
2 Kings  2: 1-12 
Psalm 50: 1-6 (UMH 783) 
2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 
Mark 9: 2-9 
Boy Scout Sunday 
 
February 14, 2018 
Ash Wednesday 
 
Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51: 1-17 (UMH 785) 
2 Corinthians  5: 20b-6:10 
Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 
 
February 18, 2018 
1st Sunday in Lent 
 
Genesis 9: 8-17 
Psalm 25: 1-10 (UMH 756) 
1 Peter 3: 18-22 
Mark 1: 9-15 
 
February 25, 2018 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
 
Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22: 23-31 (UMH 752) 
Romans 4: 13-25 
Mark 8: 31-38 
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SMALL 
GROUPS resume 
on Wednesday, 
1/17 at 7 pm 

and Thursday, 1/18 at 4 pm. (NO 
small groups week of 1/20)  
This brief, 3-week study will focus 
on what The United Methodist 
Church teaches on a variety of 
social issues, and how we as 
Christians should approach and 
evaluate several controversial so-
cial topics. Booklet for this study 
is free.  
Please use the sign-up sheet in 
the fellowship hall or call (908-
475-4065) email the church 
office (info@belvidereumc.org)  
to sign up. 

LENTEN SMALL GROUPS 
will begin on Thursday, 2/15 at 
4 pm and Wednesday, 2/21 at 7 
pm. This small group will focus 
on core Christian beliefs and 
use the book Basic Christiani-
ty by John Stott. Books are $5.  
Please use the sign-up sheet in 
fellowship hall or email the 
church office to sign up. 

"True love begins when nothing  
is looked for in return."  

 
        Antoine  
 De Saint-Exupery 

"As Lent is 
the time for 
greater love, 

listen to  

Jesus' 
thirst… 

'Repent and 
believe'  

Jesus tells 
us. What are 

we to re-
pent? Our 

indifference, 
our hardness 

of heart. 
What are we 
to believe?  

Jesus thirsts 
even now, in 
your heart 
and in the 
poor -- He 

knows your 
weakness. 
He wants 
only your 

love, wants 
only the 

chance to 
love you."  

 
-- Blessed  

Teresa of  

Calcutta  

mailto:info@belvidereumc.org)


LITURGISTS 
Please check email for the verses. 

Please mark your calendars 

HELP IS ALWAYS NEEDED 

If you have an interest in being a litur-
gist or greeter or hosting a Fellow-

ship, please contact the church office 
at 475-4065. 

 

PASTORAL VISITATIONS 

  If you would like a visit from Pastor 
Evan, please call the office at 908-
475-4065. In case of emergency, or if 
the church office is closed, you may 
call 973-615-4804. 

February 4 
Communion 

Walter Burkat  
Marilou Tshudy & Randall Sandt 

February  11 Linda Benton  

February  18 Steve Howard  

February  25 Jamie Kovalsky  

February 4 
Communion 

Dean Tshudy  

February  11 BJ Wauhop 

February  18 Pastor Rohrs-Dodge 

February  25 Linda Benton 

Friends & Relatives 
Called to Serve Our 

Country 

Maj. John Henry, U.S. Ma-
rines  

Friend of the Grogan family 

Cpl Patrick Sansavere, U.S. 
Marines  

Friend of Dennis Lee 

Lt Col Christopher O’Con-
nor, U.S. Marines  

Brother-in-law of Victoria & 
Kevin Call; Phil & Jacki Broni-
co ; Jim & Tricia Bronico 

Captain Neil Bucken, U.S.  
Marines , San Diego  

 

Mitchell Lango, U.S. Army  Neighbor of the Harts  

SPC Phillip Hampton, US 
Army  

ERF 14.4 ATTN: SPC Hamp-
ton, Phillip, B CO 2-5 Cav, 
Unit# 36250, APO AE. 09016-
6250;    Son of Bill & Theresa  
Hampton 

Tech Sgt Russell J. Stanley   728 Hickory Street, Delanco, 
NJ 08075: Son of Evelyn and 
Russ Stanley  

Cooper Kornegay, US Army  
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  Have something to say? If you have some-
thing you would like to share in the Town Crier, 
be it a poem, story, church history, family up-
date, or major life event, we’d be happy to in-
clude it in the next issue if room allows.  
      Deadline is the 20th!  
Send to Liz Burkat at jdb3283@embarqmail.com  
or call 908-319-8471  

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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Follow us on Social Media!  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
belvidereumcnj 
 
Twitter: @BelvidereUMC 

You can find us on the web 
at:  

www.belvidereumc.com 
 

Tuesday Prayer Time  
 
Every Tuesday in the church sanctuary from 8:30-9:30 A.M., we will 
begin a weekly prayer time. If you need healing, want prayer for 
yourself or a loved one, want to lift up concerns in  the community 
and world - come by the church between 8:30 and 9:30 A.M.  

At our last meeting, UMW members decided to change our 
meetings to the 3rd Monday at 7 pm.  We are hopeful that more 
women of our congregation and community friends will join UMW 

and attend our meetings. 
 
There will be NO February meeting due to unpredictable win-
tery weather.  Our next meeting will be Monday, March 
19.  Nancy Brown will be presenting a program on creating Sa-
cred Space of Community, followed by yummy refreshments 
and a short business meeting.  Come out and join the fun! 

 
Keep your eyes open for the Special Missions Award presentation 
during worship in March.  You will want to support our proud recip-
ients. 

Many thanks to all who helped make Whip’s 
95th birthday the surprise success that it was. 
Special thanks to Pastor Evan, the choir and 
Hunter, Marilou Tshudy, Paula Hilliard, Uldene 
Weidlick, Helen and Becky Grasso, Shari Hop-
kins, Dee Spencer, Nancy Lovering, and all who phoned or sent 
cards. Special thanks to the Sunday school kids who made cards 
for Whip. A great church family! 
          Love form the Snovers 

http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj
http://www.facebook.com/belvidereumcnj
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Food Pantry Stats 
Below you will see the number of  

community members served each month. 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January 154 106 132 115 

February 160 138 106 152 

March 148 120 138 117 

April 134 138 103 87 

May 138 114 98 125 

June 143 135 112 137 

July 139 150 104 120 

August 143 147 125 143 

September 146 146 124 126 

October 161 153 119 148 

November 173 176 101 159 

December 141 138 137 117 

We are live 
streaming out 
Sunday wor-
ship services and other events on 
YouTube! After the live stream, they are 
automatically archived on our page, al-
lowing you to view them at your conven-
ience.  
Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIVLzzat-xmfWgDU72WBfkg to check 
our services out.  

WHITE AS SNOW 
Oh snow, all I can see is snow. 
Who is it, makes it blow and blow? 
I cannot see across the plain, 
snow dances, swirling by my frame, 
and makes my face aglow. 
 
I would be white as snow can be, 
and airy, falling ever free. 
Yet sin put crimson on my face, 
a heavy noose is my disgrace, 
for guilt is stained on me. 
 
Lord Jesus take me in my pain, 
without you all would be in vain. 
For surely ‘twas you on the tree, 
my sin, you humbly bore for me, 
that greater be my gain. 
 
Now I am white and bright as snow 
and I can soar as eagles go, 
my spirit light, my conscience free, 
and Jesus means the world to me, 
because he loves me so. 
 
  Christine A. Howard 

Dear Church family, 
I want to thank you 
for your generous 
Christmas gift. It is 
a tremendous bless-

ing to be able to serve here as pastor. 
Each one of you is so special to me, and I 
am grateful for your love, trust, patience, 
and support. Here is to a great year for 
our church!   
   With love,  
   Pastor Evan. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIVLzzat-xmfWgDU72WBfkg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIVLzzat-xmfWgDU72WBfkg
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Time to 
celebrate. 
You made 

the trip 
around the 

sun one 
more time. 

It’s a  

birthday 
revolution.  

1 Nancy Lovering Ryan Pensack 

2 Rod Pensack 

5 Thomas Hughes Michelle Lauer 

9 Ian Lauer  Logan Lauer 

10 Judy Farmer  Cole Redfern 

12 Alexis Krych 

13 Brenda Marsh 

15 Robert Hildebrant, Jr.   Christopher Lauer 

 Tyler Tresslar 

16 Ron Lommatzsch 

17 Emma Blake  Dale Detweiler 

19       Rose Haller  Michaela Krouse  

 James Krouse 

20 James Cook 

21 Danielle Gyuricza 

23 Thom Sella 

24 Bryan Paradise Heather Sumba 

 James Ritchie  Michael Tresslar 

25 Hope Johnson 

26 Chris Ritchie  Amanda Fisher 

27 Dylan Albergato 

 44 Years  John Knerr   Sandra Knerr   

 25 Years Susan Cole 

 17 Years Jean Dubiel    Robert Farmer  

             Judith Farmer     Fran Oldehof 

1 year  Craig Hyson  Jennifer Hyson 

Your birthday 
marks one 

small milestone 
in the beautiful  
journey that is 

your life.  
May you  

continue to be 
blessed and  
follow your 
goals and  

ambitions to 
success!  
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Dates to Remember 

Each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday (unless oth-
erwise noted)  9 - 11:45 Food Pantry 

Feb. 4  (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service  with Com-
munion 
Feb. 5 (Mon) 6:30 PM  Worship Yoga 
Feb. 5 (Mon) 7 PM Ad. Council meeting 
Feb. 6 (Tues..) 8:30 AM - Prayer Time 
Feb.  8 (Thurs.) 7 PM Handbell Practice 
Feb.  8 (Thurs.) 8 PM Choir Practice 
Feb.  8 (Thurs.)  6:30 Project Homeless Connect 

Feb. 11  (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / Sunday 
School 
Feb. 12 (Mon) 6:30 PM  Worship Yoga 
Feb. 13 (Tues..) 8:30 AM - Prayer Time 
Feb. 14 (Wed.) 7 PM Ash Wednesday Service 
Feb. 15 (Thurs.) 4 PM Bible Study 
Feb. 15 (Thurs.) 7 PM Handbell Practice 
Feb. 15 (Thurs.) 8 PM Choir Practice 
Feb. 15 (Thurs.) 6:30 Project Homeless Connect 

Feb. 18 ( Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service  
Feb. 19 (Mon)  President’s Day—office & food pantry 
closed 
Feb. 19 (Mon) 6:30 PM  Worship Yoga 
Feb. 20 (Tues..) 8:30 AM - Prayer Time 
Feb. 21 (Wed.) 7 PM Bible Study 
Feb. 22 (Thurs.) 4 PM Bible Study 
Feb. 22 (Thurs.) 7 PM Handbell Practice 
Feb. 22 (Thurs.) 8 PM Choir Practice 
 

Feb. 25  (Sun.) 10 AM Worship Service / Sunday 
School 
Feb. 26 (Mon) 6:30 PM  Worship Yoga 
Feb. 27 (Tues..) 8:30 AM - Prayer Time 
Feb. 28 (Wed.) 7 PM Bible Study 

February 
A list for 
the first 
part of 
2018 is lo-
cated on 

the table in Fellowship Hall. Please 
check your calendar and sign up for a 
week. 2017 has been great—let’s 
continue. It takes less than 1/2 hour 
of your time. 
  Fran & Judy 

Being deeply loved by some-
one gives you strength, while 
loving someone deeply gives 

you courage.  
 

Lao Tzu 
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Calling one, calling all - we need your help to continue to have re-
freshments for Fellowship Hour. We need more people to sign up 
to provide refreshments, set up or clean up for Fellowship 
Hour.  Without parishioners help, we will not have refreshments 
to enhance our time of fellowship after church,  The Sign- up 

sheet is located on the table in the Fellowship Hall. If you cannot do set up, 
provide all the refreshments or clean up, please consider volunteering with 
a partner who can lighten the load and make it more fun. Members and 
guests look forward to this time of fellowship and refreshment, so please do 
your part not to disappoint. You can contact Nancy Brown at 908-246-1819 
or NancyBrown0804@comcast.net if you have questions about what is en-
tailed. We look forward to your cooperation and many more fun Fellowship 
Hours after church. 
  

Lehigh Valley Phantoms vs. Wilkes Barre-Scranton Pen-
guins Hockey Game at the PPL Center in Allentown, PA is offered 
via Family Ministry on Sunday, February 18 (President’s Weekend). 
Game time is 5:05 and doors open at 4:00. Seats are located in 
Section 111, Rows 16, 17 & 18. Group tickets are $22 each and lim-

ited to first come , first serve. Sign-up in the fellowship hall by 1/22 when 
payment is due. Hope you can join us. Make checks payable to BUMC. 

BUS TRIP— 
 
Family Ministry is offering a trip to Sight-Sound 
Theatre in Lancaster, PA to see the show JESUS on 
Wednesday, April 4. (Easter Week)  
Trans Bridge Bus departs BUMC at 7:30 AM for 
11:00 Matinee. Buffet Meal at Hershey Farms after show. Return to 
church at 7:00 PM.    
Adults $110. Children $78  (3-12 yrs.) 
 
Seats are sold first come, first serve and will be open to the community 
by 2/4/18, so sign-up ASAP in the fellowship hall and get your checks 
(payable to BUMC) to Debbie Perelli.  Hope you can join us! 

https://email18.godaddy.com/compose.php?sendto=NancyBrown0804%40comcast.net


Page  10 

THOUGHTS ON TRANSITION & STRESS 

     by Carol Conley 
   

Transition, what exactly does this mean?  Picture for a moment a time line of your 

life.  You would begin with your birth. As you start to grow as a child many factors 

enter the picture of your life.  Parents, siblings, relatives, and people around you, 

bring into your life bits and pieces of their personalities. Sometimes these personali-

ties and your surroundings can influence your life with good and positives things.  

Many children gain insights from their parents, relatives, teachers, ministerial staffs, 

youth counselors and supportive organizations. However, the pendulum can swing both ways and 

family and outside influences can be detrimental to the effect of really endangering a child’s life and 

growth pattern.  But then again you can have the best upbringing and still come up short on the neces-

sary skills, self-esteem, etc. needed to live a full productive life. 

 Life is never easy, most people journey through many hills and vales along life’s journey.  Your 

time-line is very personal and unique, just as you are as a person.  We in ourselves do have the power 

to overcome and move past the obstacles we encounter, if we’re willing to make the effort and take 

the time to invest in ourselves for a better future. 

 We grow through birth to childhood into adulthood.  We have had good times and many 

stresses along the way.  Some of these stresses might have been separation, divorce, a long time rela-

tionship that has ended, a disabled spouse, widowhood, loss of a child, abusive situations, downsizing 

or being let go from a job, accident, etc.  The list goes on….  These things can be devastating to wom-

en, as well as anyone else. 

 When the negatives become overpowering, it’s important to reach out and find support and 

avenues of help! 

 Avenues of Hope begin to flicker in lives, as changes offering improvement in one’s unique situ-

ation begin to happen. There is a light forming at the end of the tunnel and hope!   

 As you move along the journey of your life, your time line continues to span. You find yourself 

maturing through many stages of your life and you begin to realize that transition and change is a part 

of life.  Don’t let it be overwhelming, take one piece at a time.  Drop that excess baggage you may be 

holding onto, and lighten the path along your journey. 

 Take one day at a time, live life along the journey and take in the extra senses our Creator has 

to offer!  Not every day is perfect, but you begin to appreciate the sunbeams that filter in.   

 We live in stressful times, with many concerns. If we reach out and support one-another, the 

world will become a better place. Our personal unique experiences along life’s journey just may help 

someone else! 

 



Page  11 
Equal Exchange's mission is to build long-term trade partnerships that are eco-
nomically just and environmentally sound, to foster mutually beneficial relation-
ships between farmers and consumers and to demonstrate, through our success, 
the contribution of worker co-operatives and Fair Trade to a more equitable, dem-
ocratic and sustainable world. 
At Equal Exchange we believe that we should expect no less from ourselves and 
each other than we demand of our farmer partners. For that reason we have orga-
nized ourselves as a democratic worker cooperative, now one of the largest in the 
country. A worker cooperative is an alternative for-profit structure based upon 
standard democratic principles. It is not designed to maximize profits, nor returns 
to investors, but rather to bring to the workplace many of the rights and responsi-
bilities that we hold as citizens in our communities. 
Equal Exchange started with an idea: what if food could be traded in a way that is 
honest and fair, a way that empowers both farmers and consumers? Our founders 
- Rink Dickinson, Jonathan Rosenthal and Michael Rozyne - asked this question as 
they envisioned a trade model that values each part of the supply chain. So they 
took a big risk and plunged full-force into changing a broken food system. In 1986, 
they started with fairly traded coffee from Nicaragua and didn't look back.  
Three decades later (and with several product lines in the mix), we still face vast 
challenges. Consumers have been overloaded with labels and certifications, while 
the Fair Trade movement has been watered down in favor of corporate interests. 
The whole food industry has continued to consolidate into the hands of just a few 
big players, allowing concentrated power and deception of choice.  

Equal Exchange supports UMCOR directly through our purchases. 

10 oz  drip Organic Coffee 
“Love Buzz” 

$8.00 

12 oz  drip Organic Coffee 
“Hazelnut Crème” 

$8.00 

12 oz  drip Organic Coffee 
“Hazelnut Crème decaf” 

$9.00 

10 oz  drip Organic Coffee 
“Breakfast Blend” 

$8.00 

Single Serve Organic Coffee 
“French Roast” 

  
$8.50 

Single Serve Organic Coffee 
 “Unwind decaf” 

  
$8.50 

Organic Eng Breakfast Tea $4.00 

Organic Peppermint Tea $4.00 

Organic Chamomile Tea $4.00 

16 oz Organic Coffee 
“Fellowship Blend” 

  
$8.50 

16 oz. Organic Coffee 
“Fellowship Blend decaf” 

  
$9.50 

Coffee 
and Tea 

are  
available 
for sale 
in the 

Fellow-
ship  
Hall 

BUMC  
Supports 

Equal  
Exchange 



We are selling 
$5.00 Bon Ton Community Day Booklets 

COMMUNITY DAYS SALE EVENT: 
THURSDAY, MARCH 1 - SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2018 

Coupon booklets for Community Days are valid on these dates at all store locations. 
 

The entire $5.00 remains with our church and will be applied towards our  
Shared Ministry 2018 bill. 

Booklets are available in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Community Days is a fund-raising event for all 501c3 nonprofit organizations.  

Shared Ministries …..    WHAT IS Connectional Giving ?  ............. 

 
It is as simple as people coming together, combining their money to accomplish 
something bigger than themselves.  United Methodists support apportioned 
and designated funds through their connectional gifts. The United Methodist Church General Con-
ference establishes budgets for the denomination’s general funds.  These are divided among an-
nual conferences based on a specific formula.  Each annual conference, using its own approved 
formula, divides these fund requests along with conference administration and benevolence fund 
requests among local churches.  In addition individuals, local churches, districts, and annual con-
ferences may make monetary gifts to the designated funds, of which 100% goes directly to a spe-
cific project or ministry.  Together, apportioned and designated funds represent our connectional 
giving. By combining several smaller gifts into a larger amount, we can effect change around the 
world.  As a connectional church we can do big things all in the name of Jesus Christ.   
         from The UMC Handbook 2014 
 
So….. what does that mean to the Belvidere United Methodist Church? When you look at the an-
nual budget which is published in our Church Conference Booklet, you will see that our “Shared 
Ministries” requirement (previously called Apportionments) is as follows for the year 2018: World 
Service/Conference Benevolence = $7,964; Ministerial Education = $904; Clergy Support/
Administration = $10,182; Black College = $ 405; African University = $91; and Administration 
=$5,634. This totals   $25,180 or  $2,098 per month.  
You may be wondering where we stand.   For the past two years everyone’s belt-buckle has had to 
be tightened; this includes us as a church family.  While we have unfortunately not paid 100%, we 
have made the best good faith, fiscally responsible efforts to pay as much as we were able.  In  
2016 we paid  65.17% of the $25,858  we were billed.  In 2017 we paid 86.09 % of the $27,363 we 
were billed.    The financial well being of the church is taken very seriously, as is our responsibility 
to pay all our bills.   This year we hope to be able to pay this conference financial obligation 100%. 
 



 



 


